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ROBERT HALL. 
The following account of his style of preach- 
ing is by his biographer, Dr. Gregory. 


“The commencement of his sermons did not 
excite much expectation in strangers, except they 
were such as recollected how the mental agitation 
produced by diffidence characterized the first sen- 
tences of some of the orators of antiquity. He 

with hesitation, and often in a very low 

and feeble tone, coughing frequently, as t ~— 
he were oppressed by asthmatic obstructions. As 
he proceeded his manper became easy, graceful, 
and at length highly impassioned ; his voice also 
acquired more flexibility, body, and swetness, and 
in all his happier and more syccessful efforts, 
swelled into a stream of the most touching and 
advanced, 
from la- 
rogression of thought. He 
announced the resolts of the most extensive read- 
ing, of the most ‘patient investigation, or of the 
profoundest thinking, with such unassuming sim- 
plicity, yet set them in such a position of obvious 


the more spontaneous, nataral, and fi 


* and lucid reality, that the auditors wondered how 


things so simple and manifest should have escap- 
ed. Rete. Throughout his sermons he kept his 
subject thoroughly in view, and so incessantly 
brought forward new arguments, or new illustra- 
tions, to confirm or to explain it, that with him 
amplification was almost invariably accumulative | 
in its tendency. One thought was succeded by 
another, and that by another, and another, each 
more weighty than the preceding, each more cal- 
‘culated to deepen and render permanent the ulti- 
mate impression.” ; 
* From the commencement of his discourse an 
almost breathless silence prevailed, deeply im- 
pressive and solemnizing from its singular in- 
tenseness. Not a sound was heard but that of 
the preacher’s voice—scarcely an eye but was 
fixed upon him—not a countenance that he did 
not watch, and read and interpret, as he surveyed 
them agaio and again with his rapid, ever-excursive 
ance. As he advanced and increased in anima- 
on, five or six of the auditors would be seen to 
rise and lean forward over the front of their pews; 
still keeping their eyes upon him. Some new or 
striking sentiment or expression would, in a few 
minntes cause others to rise in like manner; 
shortly afterwards stil] more, and so on, until 
long before the close of the sermon, it often hap- 
pened that a considerable portion of the congre- 
gation were seen standing, every eye directed to 
the preacher, yet now and then for a moment 
glancing from one to another, thus transmitting 
and reciprocating thought and coca, :—Mr. Hall 
himself, though manifestly abosrbed in his sub- 
juct, conscious of the whole, receiving new ani- 
mation from what he thus witnessed, reflecting it 
back upon those who were already alive to the 
inspiration, until al] that were susceptible of 
thought and emotion seemed wound up to the ut- 
most limit of elevation on earth,—when he would 
close, and they reluctantly and slowly resume 
their seats.” 


We give also the following reminiscences of 
his conversations. 


With regard to the question of ‘Terms of 
Communion,’ we had repeated conversations. 
Qn this subject he spoke with uncommon interest | 
and animation ; and seemed surprised at the ar- 

ments of those who were opposed to his views. 
F antics, in particular, the effect produced on 
him, when I stated that I heard Dr. Lawson, of 
Selkirk, declare, that he would not admit a Ro- 
man Catholic, not even Fenelon, or Pascal, to the 
table of the Lord; Mr. H., who had been previ- 
ously reclining on three chairs, instantly raised 
himself on his elbow, and spoke without inter- 
mission and with great rapidity for nearly a quar- 
ter of an hour; on the amazing ab- 
surdity and presumption of rejecting those whom 
Chiist receives, and of refusing to hold commu- 
nion on earth with those with: whom we hope to 
associate in heaven. During all this time his 
manner was exceedingly vehement, his other 
arm was in continual motion, and his eyes natu- 
rally most piercing, were lighted up with unusual 
brilllancy. | 

Jt was interesting and amusing to observe 
how Mr. Hall’s exquisite sensibility to literary 
beauty, intermingled with, and qualified the ope- 
ration of his principles and learning, both as a 
Christian and Dissenter. Of this I recollect va- 
rious instances; but shall give only one. While 
conversing respecting Archbishop Magee, his ta- 
lents, sentiments, conduct, &c., I quoted, as @ 
proof of his high-church principles, a remark 


. from a charge then newly published; it was to 


this effect: That the Roman Catholics have a 
church without a religion ; the Dissenters have a 
religion without a church ; but the Establishment 
has both a church and a relgiion. Mr. Hall. 
had not heard the remark before, and was exceed- 
ingly struck with it. ‘That, Sir,’ he exclaimed, 
smiling, ‘is a beautiful saying. I have not heard 
so fine an observation for a longtime. It is ad- 
mirable, Sir.’ You admire it, 1 presume for its 
int, not for its truth. H. *I admire it, Sir, for 
its plausibility and cleverness. It is false, and 
yet it seems to contain a mass of truth. It is 
an excellent stone for a churchman to pelt with.’ 
«Mr. Hall repeatedly referred to Dr. ——,” 
(query, Chalmers?) **and always in high admi- 
ration of his general character. The following 
are some remarks, respecting that extraordinary 
individual. ‘ Pray, Sir, did you ever know an 
man who had that singular faculty of repetition 
essed by Dr. Why, Sir, he often re- 
iterates the same thing ten or twelve times in the 
course of a few pages. Even Burke himself had 
not so much of that peculiarity. His mind re- 
sembles that optical instrument lately invented : 
what do you call it?? 2B. * You mean, I pre- 
sume, the kaleiodscope.’ H. + Yes, Sir, it is just 
as if thrown into a kaleidoscope. Every turn 
resents the object in a new and beautiful form ; 
fut the object presented is stil] the same. Have 
you not been struck, Sir, with the de in 
which Dr. —— possesses this faculty ?° ‘ Do you 
not think, Sir,’ I replied, ‘ thathe has either far too 
moch of this faculty, or that he indulges it toa 
faulty excess? H. ‘Yes, Sir, certainly: his 
ore seems to move on hinges, not on wheels. 
There is incessant motion, but no p ss. 


y | tility of their own powers ?—Bost. 
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talking to Mr. Hall about the Welch language, 


| which he said was very copious and expressive. 


‘How I wish Mr. Hall, that Dr. Gill’s works 


| had been written in Welsh.’ ‘I wish they had, 


Sir, I wish they had, with all 
should never have read them. 
nent of mud, Sir. = 
‘John Wesley having been mentioned, he 
said, ‘The most extraordinary thing about him 
was, that while he set all in motion, he was him- 
self perfectly calm and phlegmatic: he was the 
quiescence of turbulence.’ 
_ “He spoke of Whitfield as presenting a contrast 
in the mediocrity of his writings to the wonderful 
a of his preaching: of the latter there could 
e no doubt, however ; but it was of a kind not to 
be represented in writing; ‘it was impossible to 
paint eloquence.’ 


heart, for then I 
ey are a conti- 


SERMONS. 


There is some truth in Irving’s remark about 
the drowsiness induced by the very word Sermon, 
—though oddity and extravagance—‘ Orations,’ 
‘Homilies,’ ‘Arguments’—interminable sentences 
and uncouth words and phrases—are far enough 
from being the proper remedy. No @¢ricks will 
answer the purpose even of keeping up attention 
for any considerable time. He that trusts to 
them must be often changing his audience. The 
resounces of trickery are not inexhaustible like 
those of truth. | 

The difficulty is twofold—in the speaker and 
in the hearers. A man whose chief business is 
to do one thing from week to week, from month to 
month, and from year to year, will almost inevi- 
tably fall into a habit of always doing it in just 
the same way. A writer of sermons is apt, after 
a while, to cast them all in the same mould. 
Whatever. subject he takes up, must be twisted 


assume the accustomed form. His mind acts 
like a machine; the articles which it turns out, 
are all of the same size and shape. Such is the 
tendency, we say, of making it one’s chief busi- 
ness to write sermons; and very few are always 
sufficiently awake, energetic, and active,—rich 
enough in resources of mind and heart, effectually 
to resist it. This is one sid@of the evil; there 
is, in form and appearance, too much sameness in 
the sermons of many preachers. 

And then the hearers, unfortunately,—too many 
of them,—are unable, or do not take the trouble, 
to look through the shell into the kernel. The 
shape and colour are the same; they see no dif- 
ference between the wooden nutmeg and the real 
one. The minister is talking of some religious 
subject, and throws his thoughts into a form that 
they are accustomed to. To their dull perception 
it is about the same thing that they have heard 
fifty times before. ‘The evil is aggravated on 
both sides, when, as is generally the case, the 
preacher has a pulp’t phraseology, the sameness of 
which is rarely, if ever, relieved by the fresh and 
vigorous English that a warm heart and a mind 
quite loose and free from the chains and soporifics 
of custom, would uttey itself in. 

Of the magnitude of this evil it is hardly ne- 
cessary to say any thing. It is felt in the half- 
lost powers of a thousand clergymen; in cold, 
stupid, declining churches; and in whole con- 
grevations of the impenitent, to whom, for every 
good purpose, the truth that is able to make wise 
unto salvation is an idle song. 

Such is the evil; what is the remedy ? 

We do not know. We will merely suggest a 
thought or two, and leave the matter to others. 

It is of little use to preach without the attention 
of those who hear. The preacher’s habits, there- 
fore, must not be such that the hearer can guess 
what he will say, as soon as the text is an- 
nounced; and care should he taken to make the 
exordium, if there be one, the opposite of a sopo- 
rific. ‘To this end, greater variety and freedom 
in the form of address from the pulpit might be 
advantageously cultivated. In some cases ex- 
pository lectures have been resorted to with ad- 
misable effect. Who would not delight to see a 
large congregation assembling, each with a Bible 
in his hand; and during -the lecture carefully fol- 
lowing the preacher from verse to verse and 
through the whole process of illustration, argu- 
ment and appeal? Some men—more, doubtless, 
than will believe it without a trial—are able thus 
to fix the attention of a whole audience, from 
Sabbath to Sabbath, indefinitely. It requires an 
active mind and more labour than to write a ser- 
mon machine-wise ; but may be made. to produce 
abundant fruit, both in the speaker and in the 
hearers. Others preach often on topics connect- 
ed with the efforts of our benevolent societies. 
Some write such a sermon regularly. once a 
month—for each Sabbath next, preceding the 
monthly concert. And, so far as we can learn, 
they are abundantly satisfied with the results, in 
respect both to their own minds and hearts and to 
the state of religion among their people. The 
most interesting and profitable contemplation of 
divine truth for the individual, is generally in its 
relations to the present state of his own soul and 
his present duty. ‘Topics connected with the ob- 


jects and doings of benevolent societies lead na- 


turally to the exhibition of Christianity in all its 
beauty and glory, in its ultimate end and its actual 
tendencies, as a known, effectual and present 
remedy for evils now seen and felt in the midst of 
every congregation, and continually brought to 
light in every corner of the wide’world. Bring 
Christianity and the world as it is in closer com- 
parison. Show what it has done, is doing, and 
may do, in such a state of society as that around 
us, and in a world so durk, and polluted, and 
wretched, as this. Would not most of our con- 
gregations thus gain a more. = conception even 
of personal religion? Would not their views be 
enlarged, their hearts made liberal, and their pi ty 
become more healthful and pervading? And 
might not preachers, by adopting these and other 
such means of giving variety and interest to their 
pulpit exercises, and by being more careful to 
adapt the form to the matter,—thus doing away 
the appearance of a sameness that does not exist 
in fact,—keep their hearers more awake and at- 
tentive, and greatly increase the vigor mm versa- 
ler. 


FAMILY PRAYER. 


A pious tradesman conversing with a minister 
on family worship, related the following highly 
instructive circumstances respecting himself. 


*‘ When I first began business for myself, I 
was determined through grace, to be particularly 
conscientious with respect to family prayer. 
Accordingly, I persevered for many years in the 
delightful practice of domestic worship. Morn- 
ing and evening every individual of my family 
was ordered always to be present; nor would I 
allow my apprentices to be absent on my ac- 
count. In a few years the advantages of these 


engagements appeared manifestly conspicuous; 


| the blessings of the upper and the nether springs 


When he was at Leicester, he preached a most followed me, health and happiness attended my 
admirable sermon, on the necessity of immedi- family, and prosperity my business. At length, 
ate repentance; but there were only two ideas such was my rapid increase in trade, and the ne- 


in it, and on these his mind revolved as on a 
pivot.” ” 

“On being asked if he had read the Life of 
Bishop Watson, then (in — recently publish- 
ed, he replied’ that he had, an it, as it 
had lowered his estimate of the Bishop’s charac- 
ter. Being asked why, he expressed his reluc- 
“tance to enlarge upon the subject; but added, 
* Poor man, I pity him! He married public vir- 
tue in his early’ days, but seemed forever after- 
wards to be quarrelling with his wife.” 

“He did not like Dr. Gill as an author. When 
Mr. Christmas Evans was in B 


cessity of devoting every possible moment to my 
customers, that I began to think whether family 
prayer did not occupy too much time in the 
morning. Pious scruples arose respecting my 
intention of relinquishing this part of my daty: 
but at length worldly interest prevailed so as to 
induce me to excuse the attendance of my appren- 
tices, and not long after, it. was deemed advisable 
for the more eager prosecution of our business, to 
make prayer with my wife, when we arose in the 
morning, suffice for the day. 

Notwithstanding the repeated checks of con- 


ristol, he was. 


science that followed this base omission, the calls 


and turned, and pruned and stretched, till it shall. 


of a flourishin concern, and the prospects of an 
increasing family, appeared so imperious and 


fatal evil, 

er. onscience was now almost seared 
with a hot iron:—when it pleased the Lord to 
awaken me by a singular providence. 

One day I received a letter from a young man 
who had formerly been my apprentice, previous to 
my omitting family prayer. Not doubting but I 
continued domestic worship, his letter was chiefly 
on that subject: it was couched in the most affec- 
tionate and respectful terms; but judge my sur- 
prise and confusion, when I read these words— 
-«¢ OQ, my dear master, never, never shall I be able 
sufficiently to thank you for the precious privilege 
with which you have indulged me in your fami- 
ly devotions. Oh, Sir, eternity will be too short 
to praise God for what I learned there. It was 
here that I first beheld my lost and wretched state 
as a sinner; it was here that I first knew the way 
of salvation; and here that I first experienced 
the preciousness of * Christ in me the hope of glo- 
ry.” Oh, Sir, permit me to say, never, never, 
neglect the precious engagement—you have yet a 
family and more apprentices : may your house be 
the birth-place of their souls.” 

I could read no further; every line flashed con- 
viction in my face—I trembled—I shuddered—I 
was alarmed at the blood of my children and ap- 
prentices, that I apprehended were soon demand- 
ed at my soul-murdering hands! Filled with 
confusion and bathed in tears, I fled for refuge in 
secret—I spread the letter before God. I agoni- 
zed, and—but you can better conceive than I can 
describe my feelings, suffice it to say, that light 
broke in. upon my disconsolate soul; a sense of 
blood-bought pardon was obtained, &c. I imme- 
diately flew to family, presented them before the 
Lord, and from that day to the present I have 
been, and am determined through grace, that 
whenever business becomes too large to permit 
family prayer, I will give up the superfious part 
of my business, and retain my devotion. Bet- 
ter to lose a few shillings than to become the 
the deliberate murderer of my family, and’ the 
instrument of ruin to my own sonl.’’—Methodist 
Magazine. 


THYATIRA. 


Curiosity to see as much as we could of a town 
where onée flourished one of the apocalyptic 
churches, made us improve to the best advantage 
the few hours of our delay. Ak-hisar oceupies 
an eminence elevated but little above the sur- 
rounding alluvial and marshy plain; and traving 
been reduced to ashes a year or two ago, its 
houses were now mostly of one story and built of 
boards. Its population can amount to but little 
more than a thousand families, of which three 
hundred may be Greek, and twenty-five or thirty 
Armenian. Walking through its streets, we ob- 
served wom inscriptions and broken pillars, and 
were offered numerous coins, the relics of Thya- 
tira. An ancient church, now a mosk, was men- 
tioned to us among its curiosities, but in vain did 
we solicit a number of Christians to conduct us 
to it. At length an old Turk offered to be our 
guide, and we hastened with eagerness to exam- 
ine it. Its foundations and some broken and 
fallen columns bespoke a high antiquity, and a 
few aged cypresses threw over the precincts a 
gloom befitting the spot. As we entered the 
yard, two Turks, performing their devotions in 
the portico, looked around upon us with an ex- 
pression that called us infidel intruders, and made 
us fee] that the lamp of true religion, which once 
burnt at gone in this ‘ candlestick,” was ex- 
tinguished in the darkness of Mohammedanism. 
The door was locked, and no arguments could 
obtain the key without leave of the governor, 
which we had not time to obtain. So we reluc- 
tantly turned away from a spot, which as Chris- 
tians, we felt that we had almost a sacred right 
to visit.—Smith and Dwight’s Researches. 


MISSIONARY EFFORT AT ERZROOM. 


The only protestant missionary effort, so far as 
our information extends, that has ever been at- 
tempted at Erzroom, or in any part of Turkish 
Armenia, was made just before we arrived. The 
missionaries at Shoosha, aware of the obstacles 
in the way of preaching the Gospel to moslems 
under the Turkish ‘government, determined to 
seize an opportunity of doing it, while the pre- 
sence of a Russian army would afford them pro- 
tection. Mr. Zaremba, therefore taking a good 
quantity of the Scriptures in Turkish and Arme- 
nian, and a few for the Russians themselves, 
proceeded first to Tiflis to make known his inten- 
tions to the governor. His excellency entered 
warmly into his project, and gave him letters to 
all the chief officers of the army, which secured 
him their favourable regards, and open and de- 
cided protection. His first visit was to Kars. 
There were no more than a hundred Turks in the 
city ; but in the house of the ayan, where ho car- 
ried his books for sale, he met a room full of ef- 
fendies and others. They examined the Bible 
and disputed, in a supercilious manner, proving 
themselves to be bigoted, and easily offended at 
having their faith questioned. He sold but one 
‘Turkish Bible, and that was on his return from 
Erzroom. At Bayezeed, also, he found but few 
moslems; and they were bigoted and inimical, 
and disposed to have but little to say to him. 
One Turk manifested some candour; but he sold 
no Turkish Scriptures. At Erzroom, where 
there was a great number of Turks, he deter- 
mined at first to say nothing, and only send his 
books for sale through the bazars and streets. 
Prices were offered much below that which he 
had fixed, and were at first refused; but he af- 
terwards sold at any price, and even gave gratis. 
After seven or eight days, no more offers were 
made and the sale ceased. He then began to 
talk with the people wherever he had opportu- 
nity. With a few encouraging exceptions, they 
were easily incensed at any thing said against 
their religion, and not disposed to inquire. He 
heard of eight of his books being torn in pieces. 
At last, after he had spoken for his passports to 
depart, the kady and mufty declared to the gene- 
ral, that so strong was the popular feeling against 
him, if he should be killed they could not be 
responsible. He still made a parting call upon 
one of them, and, in a religious argument before 
a room full of moslems, boldly convicted him and 
them of ignorance of their own Koran, in affirm- 
ing that it contained a doctrine, which in fact it 
does not. | 

During the whole journey, though he had the 
Scriptures in every Janguage he was likely to 
meet, he sold ouly to the amount of seventeen 
ducats or about forty dollars. In Turkish, one 
Bible and fourteen Testaments were sold, and 
three Bibles and twenty-two Testaments were 
given away. This seems but a discouraging re- 
port; and yet so strong is my impression of the 
fanatical and supercilious bigotry of the moslems 
of Turkey, that I am decidedly interested and en- 
couraged by it. The intolerant spirit of their re- 
ligion and a thorough contempt for Christians, 


osity to read our sacred Scriptures, that I am 

tified whenever they are made to hear the 
sist; and if but one copy of the word of God is 
waters, and after many days it shall be found. 


ings made by war, to proclaim their gla 


commanding, that I found an easy excuse for this 
ae as I did not omit prayer al- 
ye 


make them so indignant at an opposing word, 
and deprive them so completely of the least curi- 


truth at all, though it be but to gainsay and re- 


bought with the intention of reading it, I am en- 
couraged. The bread has been cast upon the 


How delightful, too, to see messengers of peace 
at hand, to avail themselves of even the sat 

re, oF Then is the wrath of man made to praise 
the 


From the Gambier [Episcopal] Observer. 
JOHN CALVIN. 

Mr. Editor :—Believing that the character of 
Calvin is much misunderstood by many Episco- 
palians, and that he is in fact far “more sinned 
}against, than sinning,” I send you a few extracts 
from Scoti’s continuation of Milner’sGhurch History 
on the subject of his character and writings. I 
hope they will have the effect to do away some 
of that ** uncharitableness,’? not to say ‘* bitter- 
ness and wrath”? with which I have heard him 
assailed by professing Christians. : 

I shall confine my extracts to a few of those 
which may be supposed to have most weight 
with Episcopalians, not omitting the testimony 
of Arminins himself; whose name, (if not his 
system of doctrines,) is generally assumed by the 
aspersers of John Calvin. - A*a, 


In addition to what we have already read from 
the pen of Hooker, that great writer says: ‘ Of 
what account the Master of Sentences* was in 
the Church of Rome, the same and more amongst 
the preachers of reformed churches Calvin had 
purchased; so that the perfectest divines were 
judged they, which were skilfullest in Calvin’s 
writings; his books almost the very canon to 
judge both doctrine and discipllne by.” And 
again, cqncerning his Commentaries and his In- 
stitutes, which together make up eight parts out 
of nine of his works; ** We should be injurious 
unto virtue itself, if we did derogate from them 
whom their industry hath made great. Two 
things of principal moment there are which have 
deservedly procured him honour throughout the 
world : the one his exceeding pains in composing 
the Institution of Christian religion, the other his 
no less industrious travels for exposition of holy 
Scripture, according unto the same institutions. 
In which two things, whosoever they were that 
after him bestowed their labor, he gained the ad- 
vantage of prejudice against them if they gain- 
sayed, and of glory above them if they con- 
sented.” 

Bishop Andrews also, whose name deservedly 
stands very high among the wise and pious mem- 
bers of the church of Bastond, says of Calvin, 
that ** he was an illustrious person, and never to 
be mentioned without a preface of the highest 
honour.”’ 

Heylyn, the admirer and biographer of arch- 
bishop Laud, says, ** Calvin’s Book of Institutes 
was, for the most part, the foundation on which 
the young divines of those times did build their 
studies.”” And the great Bishop Saunderson, of 
whose sermons it has beeu pronounged, ** Saun- 
derson 18 all gold,” says, ** When I began to set 
myself to the study of divinity as my proper bu- 
siness, Calvin’s Institutions were recommended 
to me, as they were generally to all young scho- 
lars in those times, as the best and perfect- 
est system of divinity, and the fittestto be laid 
as the ground work in the study of this pro- 
fession. And indeed my expectation was not at 
all deceived in the reading of those Institu- 
tions.” 

Bishop Horsly speaks of Calvin as “ eminent 
in his day for his piety, his wisdom, and his 
learning.” ‘I hold the memory of Calvin,” he 
‘says, high veneration; his works have 
in my library; and in the study of the Holy 
Scriptures, he is one of the Commentators whom 
I frequently consult.”” But what will the reader 
say to the testimony of Arminius himself? Ina 
letter written only two years before his death he 
says: ** After the Holy Scriptures, I exhort the 
students to read the Commentaries of Calvin..... 
for I tel] them that he is incomparable in the in- 
terpretation of Scriptyre; and that his Commenta- 
ries ought to be held in greater estimation than all 
that is delivered to us in the writings of the an- 
cient Christian fathers; so that, in a certain emi- 
nent spirit of prophecy, I give the pre-eminence 
to him beyond most others, indeed beyond them 
all. lIadd, that, with regard to what belongs to 
common places, his Institutes must be read after 
the Catechism, as a more ample interpretation. 
But to all this I subjoin the remark, that they 
must be perused with cautious choice, like all 
other human compositions.”—And again, speak- 
ing of the doctrine of justification, he says: ** My 
opinion is that of Calvin, to whose third book of 
the Institutes, on this subject, I am ready to sub- 
scribe. 


* Peter Lombard. 


THE BRITISH PULPIT. 


SouTu. 

The name of South too adorned this period. 
His sermons, frequently objectionable on the 
ground of bad taste, are masterly and vigorous 
compositions. There is less wealth of learning, 
and redundance of matter than in the works of 
the divines, of whom we have been speaking. 
But with much of their fulness and weight, he 
combines more fluency and point. He takes a 
firm grasp of his subject, discusses it with ease 
and power; and is often extremely happy and in- 
genious in his illustrations. Tle seems to have 
caught somewhat of the impure taste, which pre- 
va.led among the courtiers of his time; and in 
censuring their vices and follies, indulges too free- 
ly in epigram and conceit. But with all his de- 
fects he is a powerful preacher, at times very feli- 
citous in diction and forcible in sentiment; and, 
though occasionally quaint, often brilliant and 
polished. We have sometimes felt inclined to 
think, that as Dryden formed the connecting link 
betwixt the rich and lofty school of the poetry of 
Elizabeth and James I., and the tame but grace- 
ful and elegant school of the poetry of Queen 
Anne and her successors, so Dr. South occupies 
among sermon writers a similar place. He con- 
nects the school of Barrow, Taylor, Owen, Howe, 
and their contemporaries, with that of Tillotson, 
Sherlock, Atterbury and others. ‘There are pas- 
sages in South worthy of the age that was adorn- 
ed by the prose of Cowley and Dryden; and 
though, no doubt, his wit is often out of place, yet 
even when it is most injudicious, it is impossible 
not to admire its vivacity and terseness. 

TILLOTSON. 

Tillotson perhaps exhibited the sober, rational 
mode of preaching in its highest perfection. There 
is extraordinary perspicuity and propriety in his 
style. He thinks with gréat precision, and rea- 
sons with considerable acuteness ; and his remarks 
on human life show a reflecting mind, amiable 
and polished, but neither lofty nor inventive. His 
sermons are rather essays than orations, always 
sensible and perspicuous—never rising high, or 
falling very low. He addresses the judgment ex- 
clusively ; by no chance, does he ever kindle into 
bold animation ; and indeed he seems to write on 
the principle, that all appeals to the imagination 
or the passions are improper and unnecessary. 
Though his style be artless and pleasing, it is not 
untrequently negligent and careless, descending 
to acolloquial familiarity, and wanting in dignity 
and force. In speaking thus of this eminent 
preacher, we are by no means blind to his man 
and great merits. We admit that his sense is ad- 
mirable, and his diction a mode] of perspicuity ; 
and if men were possessed of calm'judgment only, 
«it would be difficult to find in any language, a 
preacher in every respect so accomplished and 
unexceptionable. But there is no denying that 
he is cold and tame ; the sublimest truths scarcely 
seem to elevate his langu above its ordinary 


beyond the praise of propriety and ease he has no 


Arrensony. 
Atterbury, though inferior to Tillotson in sense 


temperate tone; and even in his best passages, 


and learning, was a very graceful and polished 


preacher. His style is easy and elegant; and oc- 
casionally there are passages of great beauty. 
is more correct than that of Tillotson,—more ela- 
borate. He had more fancy and sentiment, and a 
purer taste. If he had interfered less with poli- 
tics, and devoted himself more assiduously to the 
duties of his profession, he would have left be- 
hind him a fart brighter name. Many of his ser- 
mons are models in their way, chaste and polish- 
ed ina high degree. 

Dr. Blair judged some of them worthy of criti- 
cal analysis; and thongh, on applying the rigid 
rules of criticism, defects ‘were made to appear, 
it may yet be safely ——— whether in the 
whole compass of the English language, the cri- 
tic could have selected discourses more skilfully 
and elegantly composed, co either purer 
taste, or more exact thought. The faults of At- 
terbury were those of his age. Every thing was 
sacrificed to polish and neatness. Force, bold- 
ness, and originality were proscribed; to avoid 
incorrectness rather than to exhibit power, was 
the aim; and true animation never by any possi- 
bility passed beyond a sort of temperate and po- 
lite vivacity. 

SHERLOCK. 

Sherlock is not to be put on a level with either 
Tillotson or Atterbury. He has neither the art- 
less elegance of the one, nor the polished case of 
the other. But he reasons well, expresses his 
thoughts with plainness, and often with force, 
and at times declaims with spirit and even fire. 
If he seldom charms, he uniformly pleases; and 
if he is never profound, he is always judicious. 
His allusions to Scripture are, as has been often- 
ed remarked, very felicitous; and oceasionally 
his appeals are very striking and appropriate. 


CLARKE. 
Dr. Clarke, who belonged to this period, was su- 
perior to any of his contemporaries in power of ar- 
ment. His sermons are remarkably clear and 
istjnct, without the polish of Atterbury, but with a 
colder elegance peculiar tohimself. His mind was 
both comprehensive and acute ; and the most ab- 
stract subjects became simple in his hands. Of 
late years, his originality has been questioned. 
and with some appearance of truth, at least on 
the subject of the Divine attributes. But even 
granting that he was assisted by the hints of oth- 
ers, there will remain enough to prove that he 
was profound in argument, and luminous in style. 
His sermons are among the best of the abstract 
and argumentative kind. 


Swirr. 

Of the contemporaries of these eminent preach- 
ers, Swift is well known to have been, with the 
exception of Bolingbroke, the most vigorous. His 
fame rest chiefly on his satires; and it is of no 
mean kind. His style is severe, precise, and 
terse, free from redundance, and marked by an 
idiomatic homeliness ani power. If sermon wri- 
ting had been any thing with him but a mean for 
the gratification of political ambition, or an apolo- 
gy for the receipt of a stipend, he would have ex- 
celled in it. He had a profound knowledge of 


‘human nature, a keen sarcastic wit, and great 


precision of thought. Eloquent in the high sense 
of that term, he never would have been; but for- 
cible and graphic, he could scarcely have failed 
to be. As it was, the few sermons from his pen 
which have been preserved, display the peculiar 
qualities of his genius. Often indecorous and 
coarse, there are yet a directness and point io 
them, which are rarely to be met with He com- 
emeonage his matter into a small compass, and ex- 

ibits the gist of his argument in a strong and 
earnest manner. His sermon on the Trinity, 
though brief, as all his sermons are, is very effec- 
tive. The great defect of his sermons is a fatal 
one—there is little scriptural piety in them. De- 
votional sentiment seems to have found no place 
in his mind; and Christianity, altogether, in his 
estimation, was rather a part of civil polity, than 
a religion designed to renovate and purify our na- 
ture. It is but fair to state, however, that this de- 
fect, though not perhaps to the same extent, may 
be traced in the sermons of many of the most emi- 
nent preachers in the English church ; and proba- 
bly it is to be in some measure accounted for 
from the almost exclusively classical nature of 
their education, from the secular spirit of their 
ecclesiastical establishment, its close alliance 
with the distinctions of rank, and the brilliant 
prospects of patronage and wealth which it un- 
folds to ardent and ambitious minds. In respect 
of fervent and elevated devotion, the Dissenters 
generally have displayed an indisputable superi- 
ority. With less learning, and a lower scale of 
literary excellence, they have come into closer 
contact with the vital truths of the Gospel, caught 
more fully their heavenly spirit, and maintained 
a wider and more distinct line of separation be- 
tween Christian and worldly morality. 


From the Record of Genius. 
GOD IS NEAR. 


There is a time to pray. 
Tis when the heart is full, too full of grief 
To breathe its bitterness to mortal ear, 
’Tis then in prayer the soul may find relief, 
"Tis then the mourner feels that God is near— 
Then is the time for prayer. 


There is a time for joy. 
When the soul proves that earthly pleasure cloys, 
That all is vain and unsubstautial here, 
And turns to heaven for more enduring joys, 
And finds, with trans; ort finds, that God is near— 
Then is-the time for joy. | 


There is a time for sadness. 
’Tis when we mark the young and gay glide fast 
Upoa the stream of life, without one fear 
Of future ills, one thought upon the past, San 
One hope of heaven, forgetting God is near— 
Then is the time for sadness. 


There is a time for praise. 
When each new day does some new joy afford, 
And peace and loving kindness crown the year: 
When death, dark angel. stays his fatal sword, 
And spares us, then we feel that God is near— 
Then is the time to praise. 


There is a time to mourn. ? 
We mourn, when those we loved, the blest, depart! 
Why weep ye then? They dwell in yon bright sphere! 
Nay, mourn, when, lost to heaven, some anguish’d heart 
Lies down in death, without a Saviour near— 
Then is the time to mourn. 


There is a time to die. 
Yes. all must taste the last, last bitter enp, 
But soar my soul above this chiiling fear; 
Oh! may I yield my heaven-born spirit up, 
And feel the blest assurance—God is near— 
Thus ’twere no pain to die. —| 


[From a Correspondent at the South.] 


New-Orveans, Feb. 20, 1833. 


Though it is scarcely three months since the 
‘¢ scourge of nations’”’ was raging here beyond a 
arallel, and business was at a stand, it is all 
ife and animation now. I counted fifty steam- 
boats from the ‘‘up country” lying at the wharf 
at one time. But my attention has been particu- 
larly directed to the moral and religious interests 
of the city since I arrived. I find a great change 
during the last three years. The Rev. Mr. 
Clapp has been cut off from the Presbytery; but 
he still continues to occupy his pulpit as hereto- 
fore. Having many warm personal friends, his 
congregation is large, and the pews in his 
church have rented this year for about $7,000. 
The church ecclesiastically 8 ing, has with- 


|drawn from him and from the house, though a 


majority of the communicants remain with him. 
The church worship at present with the Second 
Presbyterian Church, and they are together fa- 


It | Re 


voured with the services of Rev. Mr. Harris, and 

‘v. Mr. Parker, who are uniting their efforts to 
build up the cause of Christ in the city. - The 
church which they occupy will accommodate four 
or five hundred persons, and was very well filled 
last Sabbath. I understand the congregation has 
been increasing for a few weeks. Besides the — 
public exercises morning, afternoon and evenin . 
they have recently established adult male and fe 
male Bible classes. The Sabbath school is quite 
flourishing, and several persons have recently 
united with the second church, and there appears 
to be a good degree of attention to all the — 
ous meetings which are held during the week. 
I have seldom seen as many men at a prayer 
meeting of a week day evening in New-York or 
Boston as I saw at the prayer meeting here last 
Monday evening. The contribution at each 
monthly concert of prayer for the last two months | 
has been from fifty to sixty dollars. 

An effort has just been made in the city for 
the American Tract: Society, and the result is a 
contribution of $750. The Bible and Sabbath 
school cause is often spoken of with interest. 
Though evil abounds here as in other large cities, 
and there are some peculiar temptations to the 
young and thoughtless, still there are many 
friends of morality and religion, who rejoice in 
every judicious effort to promote the cause of 
truth and virtue, and hold themselves ready to co- 
operate in works of benevolence. While Chris- 
tians have many obstacles to encounter, they have 
at the present time much to encourage them to 
labour and pray for the conversion of souls in this 
city. | 

| Natcuez, March 5th. 

The good people in this city have just paid me 
$412 to aid in completing the $10,000 designed 
by the American Tract Society for foreign dis- 
tribution. The Lord reward them and all who 
eontribute one penny for the same great object. 


Yours, truly, E. 


From the Missionary Herald. 
CONSTANTINOPLE. 
Extracts from Mr. Goodell’s Journal of a Tour 
over land, to Broosa, in the ancient Bythnia, 


I reached Kadi Keui about 12 o’clock the 18th 
of May ; and the horses and every thing else ex- 
cept myself, having been in readiness since morn- 
ing, we started without delay. Our party consisted 
of Porter and myself, Pie kavass 
servant, and the io 
mentioned rode in frotit, leading 
horse, which carried our beds and provisions; 
next followed the kavass, then ourselves, and last 
of all the servant. This was the order necessary 
to be observed on entering, leaving, or passing a 
city or village; but, in the open country, We had 
of course independence enough to consult our own 
convenience. The kavass was formerly a Janise 
sary, who, in the terrible destruction of that once 
formidable body, saved himself by prudently 
keeping out of harm’s way, and timely renouncing 
all connection with the corps. Mustapha, for that 
is his name,_has been attached to the American 
legation from the commencement of our relations 
with the sublime Porte. He isa fine looking 
man, of a mild and dignified countenance and de- 
meanour, and in those villages, inhabited solely 
or principally by Christians, he was received on > 
our journey with all respect due to,an aga. | 

The route lay along the northeastern shore of the 
Sea of Marmora to the ancient Nicomedia, the 
capital of Bithynia, and favorite residence of Dio- 
cletian. 

Ismid, or Nicomedia, — 

The ancient Nicomedia, now called Ismid, is 
reckoned at about 20 hours, or 60 miles from 
Kadi Keui, or rather from Sentari, and an old 
paved road of Sultan Murad, which it is still ne- 
cessary to travel upon in winter, can be traced 
most of the way. 

We reached [smid before sunset, and put up-at 
a khan, our horses and ourselves occupying sepa- 
rate apartments in the same stable. The city is 
built on a promontory, near the head of the fine 
gulph, and extends from the water’s edge to the 
summit of the mountain. It contains 30 houses 
of Greeks, 50 of Jews, and 300 of Armenians, 
The remainder belong to Mussulmans ; and, judg- 
ing from the size of the city, as well as from the 
fact, that there are no less than ten mosks in it, the 
Turkish population must be great. In the envi- 
rons of the city are numerous and extensive gar- 
dens, wfiich are not often excelled any where in 
exuberance and beauty, and which, as well as all 
those we saw on the road, are nurtured by mechani- 
cal means. 

Messrs. Smith and Dwight estimate the popula- 
tion of Ismid at about 25,000. . 

The only remains of antiquity, which we saw 
at Ismid worth mentioning, were what are said 
to have been the temple and palace of the emper- 
or Diocletian. It is well known that here in this 
city he usually held his court during winter. 
And here in this very palace it probably was, that 
he was prompted by the ferocious Galerius to send 
forth those terrible edicts, which were to annihi- 
late Christianity. This was the last or tenth 
general persecution of the early Christians, and 
was the most severe, commencing A. D. 303, and 
continuing in some parts of the empire for the 
space of ten years. Historians say, that ‘there 
were not less than’17,000 Christians put to death 
in the space of one month,” and that * during the 
continuance of it in the province of Egypt alone, 
no less than 150,000 died by the violence of their 
persecutors ; and five times that number through 
the fatigues of banishment, or in the public mines 
to which they were condemned.”” 

These furious persecutors, with hosts of others 
who have partaken more or less of their spirit 
among the generations of more than fifteen suc- 
ceeding centuries, have all of them gone to the 
judgment; but Cea has not yet been ex- 
tirpated from the earth. On the contrary she has 
come off more than conqueror in every .conflict, 
and is extending her triumphs, and filling the 
whole earth with her influence, while the remaine 
ing walls of that very temple in which those two 
monst+ts of horrible ferocity bowed down to their — 
idols, and resolved to blot out the name of Christi- 
anity from under heaven, are now being thrown 
down and carried off block by block several miles” 
distant, to build a fez [red-cap] manufactory for 
the Sultan; and a few weeks hence the passing 
traveller will not find one stone left upon another 
of either the pagan’s temple or palace. * But 
the word of the Lord endureth forever.” 


THE DOCTORATE—“CHRIST-IAN COLLEGE.” 


The New Albany (Indiana) Gazette of the 
22d ult. contains an act of the last Legislature of 
Indiana, incorporating a College, or rather as it 
appears, a University, to be located in New-Alba- 
nv; and bearing the name and style of the ** Chris- 
tian College.” 

. The institution was organized on the 16th of 
February last, by the adoption of a code of laws 
and regulations, and the election of some of the 
professors. Among the singular features of 
this institution, we observe the apointment of a 
Bishop, who is to have the general superinten- _ 
dence of the establishment; with the posing of 

suspending ‘any officer, professor or student, 
during the intention of the quarterly meetings,” 
conferring degrees, &c. | 

Arrangements are made for conferring nume- 
rous degrees, such as Doctor of English Literature, 
Doetor of Languages, Dr. of Mathematics, &c. A 
Female department is to be connected with the in- 
stitution, in which are to be conferred the degrees 
of Doetress of Natural Science, Doctress of Belles Let- 
tree, &c., comprising some halfa n degrees 
of character. | 
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THE PRESB 


YTERIAN. 


CONTROVERSY.....No. XI. 


RULES. 


ing tohave an 
of the great points of religious controversy between 1 Tro- 
testants aad ftoman Catholics, do hereby bind themselves 
to the observance oi the following rales: | 


1. The parves shall write and publish, alternately, in 
the weekly religious 


The undersigned, a 


papers called the Presbyterian, and 
a Roman Catholic paper, te be furnished by the first of 
January, it being understood that the communications 
opeui ‘first other party replying the nex! 
ieceto be republished in the immediately 
succeeding number of the Roman Catholic paper. T 
communications notto exceed four columns of the Presby- 
terian, nor to continue beyond six months, without con- 


sent of parties, 
“@. The ies agree that there is an infallible Rule of 
Faith aotsblished by Christ, to guide us in matters of reli- 
gion, ‘ihe purpose of determining disputes in the Church 
hrist. 
$, They moreover agree, that after giving their views 
of the Rule of Faith, they shalt procved lo discuss the 
tion. “‘Is the Protestant religion, the religion. of 
The parti agree respectively, to adhere 
ies respectively, to 
to the canises of discussion, for ihe ie being, and toa 
mit no second question, until the first shall have been ex- 
hausted. Each party shall be the judge when he is done 
with a subject, and shall be at liberty to occupy his time 
witha second topic, when he is done with the first, leaving 
to the other party the liberty of continuing to review the 
abandoned topic, as long as he shal! chose ; subject, how- 
ever, to be answered, if he introduce new matter. 

y to open the discussion, and Mr. Breck- 
inridge to {pllow, according to the «dictates of his own 
judgment. 3 Joun BRECKINRIDGE, 

HuGuHks. 


Philadelphia, December t4th, 
RULE OF FAITH. 
Philadelphia, April 12, 1833. 
To the Rev. John Breckinridge. 

Rev, Sir,—The polite charge with which 
you begin your last letter, where you accuse 
me with having ** departed from the dignity 
of a minister, and the decencies of a gentle- 
nan,” is not in goud keeping with that evan- 
gelical meekness, which is the loveliest, if 
not the most brilliant, ornament of the min- 
isterial character. I had stated indeed, that 
several of your assertions were “ untrue;” 

but I did not charge you with either, “ de- 

liberate falsehood” as you assert, or with a 

‘swant of veracity.” On the contrary, I 

suggested that you had been deceived by fol- 
lowing in the beaten path of calumny and 
misrepresentation, which has been trodden 
with impunity, by many of your predecessors 
in controversy. Youseem to have imagined 
that I should. receive your unfounded state- 
- ments, with the same implicit confidence as 


the young lady in Baltimore, to whom you 


addressed the famous epistle published in 
the Christian Advocate of last August. But 
was thia expectation reasonable 

I engaged in the controversy, neither as 
the enemy of Protestants, nor as the echo of 
their prejudices; but as the advocate of 
TRUTH; and shall 1 not oppose assertions 
which. are untrue, so often as.you leave it in 
my power? It is not my business to inquire 
was guilty of the ‘deliberate false- 
hoods,” and “ want of veracity,” which you 
are pleased to consider as charged. upon 

ourself. It.is enough for me, that on each 
of the six heads enumerated in my last let- 
ter, you have asserted what is “untrue.” 
To the arguments of that letter on the whole 
question, [ refer the reader, and I appeal 
with confidence to his candour, to say whe- 
ther in it, I have departed from either the 
‘dignity of a minister,” or the ** decencics 
of a gentleman.” If 1 found in your letters, 
assertions which are untrue, had [ not a right, 
nay, was I not bound to expose them as 
such? Which of us offended— you in mak- 
ing,—or I in detecting Hem? When you 
insisted, did I not propose that a sworn in- 
terpreter of languages should decide be- 
tween us? Was this ungentlemanly? If 
you were as convinced that those assertions 
are true, as [ am, that they are untrue, would 
you not have been glad of such an oppcstu- 
nity to have them cleared up? Would not 
this course have been much more honourable 
to you and your cause, than that which you 
have adopted, by indulging a fretful pen, 
and imputing to me a “departure from the 
dignity of a minister, and the decencies of 
a gentleman.” Did you dread the presence 
of a sworn interpreter? ‘Then, there must 
be cause for your timidity. This, I think, 
‘is the legitimate inference which your shrink- 
ing from so impartial a test, will warrant in 
the mind of the intelligent reader, nu matter 
what may be his creed. 

But you will say you have not shrunk from 
7t—and refer to the following passage for the 
evidence: “If-you will add to the pcints 

ou mention, the question about the cate- 
chism vf the Council of ‘Trent”—(certainly 
I wilt) “and the other catechisins” (there 
been no dispute about them) ‘* and 
about the Pope calling himself God;” (The 
Pope never called himself God.) also the 
uestion of the true sense of my extract from 

e Council of Lateran” (with great plea- 
sure) ‘*and the interpretation of 2d Peter i. 
20.—"(What! abandon the Protestant rule 
of faith? A sworn interpreter to decide the 
meaning of Scripture—to “help the sun to 
shine!”?) ‘*then I will promptly agree to 
such a reference, it being understood that the 

rties shall be neither Rowman Catholics nor 

resbyterians,”. The ‘‘ party” may be a 


Turk, or a Jew;—provided he be a good. 


Latin scholar, and an honest man. I am 
batisfied to leave the points on which we are 
at issue,-to the decision of the Professor of 
languages in the University of Pennsylvania. 
Will you agree to this reference? If so, 
ativise me of it in your next letter. He isa 
Protestant clergyman, but he is a scholar, and 
a gentleman of literary, as well as moral in- 
tegrity, and-I want no more. 

With regard to the Westminster Confes- 
sion of Faith from which I quoted, it is now 
on any table, and I invite any gentleman 
who may choose, to come and see, whether 
I have made even a mistake, in my quotation 

-from it. It is the original, genuine, West- 
minster Confession 0 Faith—And any other 
book, containing either more or less, is Nor 
the original, genuine Westminster Confes- 
sion. considered it as the standard. of 
Presbyterianism on the authority of Dr. 
Miller, who tells us that, by the act of the 
Synod of Philadelphia in 1729, Called the 
**Adopting Act,” nut only candidates but 
professed ministers were osLicrp to adopt it 
as such. Now it did not occur to me, that 
a book, which in 1729, ministers were 
OBLIGED”’ to adopt as the summary of doc- 
irines contuined in the Scriptures, could so 
jar have degenerated, as to become a spuri- 
ous authority in 1888. Have the doctrines 
contuined in the Scriptures changed? If 
not, why was the summary of them changed? 
But without explaining this, you tell us, that 
some fifty years ago, the * offensive pas- 
sages,” which I have quoted, were “svlemn- 
by rejected.” What! Part of the suinmary 
of the doctrines contained in the Scriptures, 
And rejected, why? 
because they wete “offensive!” But may 
not the same authority adopt them again, 


he | pointed b 


as soon as political circumstances may make | 
it convenient to do so? You say, ‘* they 
are not, and NEVER WERE,’ a part of your 
standards.” But Dr. Miller asserts - 
tively, the contrary; and you are both Pres- 
byterians, who can, no doubt, reconcile the 
contradiction without the intervention of 
an interpreter. You are both teachers in 
israel, and it is not for me to say which of 
ou has stumbled in the testimony. 

That the Westminster Divines were “ap- 
order of Parliament to make a 
religion for the united kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland,” is an historical fact, 
at which I am surprised you should take ex- 
ception. The Act of Parliament by which 
they were “appointed,” and the wages 
which they received from the public trea- 
sury, four shillings per diem, for their la- 
hour and expenses, are on permanent record. 
What, then, were they appointed and paid 
for, if it was not for ** making a religion for 
the three kingdoms?” 

So much then, for the Westminster Con- 


session of Faith, and my quotations from it. 
As to your charge against me for having gar- 
bled Tertullian, I shall do full justice to it in 
the sequel of this letter. In the mean time 
permit me to say that you have entirely, (in- 
tentionally or otherwise) violated your engage- 
ment, in departing from the subject of discus- 
sion, which is the rule of faith. You had fre- 
quently informed me in our preliminary ar- 
rangements, that your object was the inves- 
tization of truth. . If this then is your object, 
why do you shun that process by which truth 
and error may be distinguished? Why doe 
you discuss doctrines, am you have deter- 
ed or at least examined, the principle. by 
which true doctrines are to be tested? ‘Ihe 
rule of faith, and not the prejudices of 
our readers, is the tribunal at which doc- 
trines must stand, or fall. The rule of faith 
isa primary question; on this depends the 
solution of every other. The Protestant rule 
of faith, stripped of its sophistry, is ** every 
man’s opinion of the Bible””—which is a very 
different thing from the Bible alone. Bro- 
testants, in following their own opinions, 
have taken it for granted that they were fol- 
lowing the ‘* pure word of God,” the ‘* Bi- 
ble alone”—and their education, books, pa- 
rents and ministers have all conspired to 
enbalm this delusion. In my last letter I 
exposed in six distinct arguments, the falla- 
cy of the Protestant rule of faith, and instead 
-of attempting to answer them, you indulge in 
a strain of invectives against the popes. 
They obliged kings to “hold their stirrup,” 
and ‘‘ kiss their feet.” Butevery Protestant 
child knew this before. These are mere 
nursery tales—and those who have been con- 
versant with the most abusite productions 
against ‘the Catholic religion, I am sure your 
letters do not convey a single new idea, much 
less an argument. And how will this meet 
the expectation of intelligent Protestants ? 
They lovk for argument and reasoning—and 
you furnish them with the mere elements of 
prejudice. ‘They ask for bread, and you 
give them a stone. What have you opposed 
to the arguments of iny last letter? Nothing 
that I can perceive, except assertion, invec- 
tive and misr®presentation. Your first has 
reference to the Council of Lateran. Catho- 
lics, as I have repeatedly stated, understand 
the distinction between doctrine, discipline, 
and ceremonies—and candid Protestants 
will not be ata loss to comprehend your 
reason for extending the infallibility of the 


history. You have even coined infallibility 
for the 3d canon of the Council of Lateran, 
and put it into circulation in several para- 
graphs of your last letter—as genuine Ca- 
tholic doctrine. It is however, decidedly spu- 
rious. I again repeat, that the infallibility 
secured to the church by the word and pro- 
mise of Jesus Christ, is claimed for the pre- 
servation ant definition of those porrines of 
faith and principles of morality of which Je- 
sus Christ made the revelation to the world. 
But according to your misrepresentation, 
every thing done by a council or pope must 
be infallible! The explanation of this canon 
given in iy last letter, will satisfy the can- 
did reader, that it was an arrangement enter- 
ed into, by the common consent of the 
church and states, for a special purpose, and 
a temporary duration. It had no relation to 
sovereigns, but only to lords of fees, who, 
according to the system which then prevail- 
ed, were the possessors of frank-allodial pro- 
perty. It enacted that “if the lord of a fee, 
patronise the Albigenses, he shall be excom- 
municated by the Metropolitan and the Bish- 
ops of the province; that if he does not 
amend within twelve months, his contumac 
shall be denounced to the Pope who shall 
declare his vassals from their oaths of fealty, 
and shall expose his lands to be occupied by 
vthers.”? Now this decission was based on 
a principle which is universally recognized. 
The conditions of every engagement aie 
reciprocal—and if the lord of the fee was 
the first to violate the conditions on which 
his vassals swore fealty, were they not virtu- 
ally absolved by the very fact, from the ubli- 
gation of their oaths. But it was, you tell 
us; persecution. Well, admitting that was; 
is it for a disciple of John Knox, who held 
that it was nota privilege, but a purty to 
persecute **unto the death;’* and of Beza, 
who wrote in defence of persecution; and of 
John Calvin, who wrote and preached and 
PRACTISED this doctrine; is it, I say, for the 
disciples of sueh men, to brand their neigh- 
bours with the charge of persecution ? Why, 
Rev’d Sir, do you not give me argument to 
refute on the rule of faith, instead of brand- 
ishing weapons which, if they cut at all, inflict 
the deeper wound on him who is the first to 
wield them. Why not dismiss the rule of 
faith, as your signature at the head of this letter 
binds you to do? If we were treating of per- 
secution, I should find it as ready to enlight- 
en the public mind, with a faggot snatched 
from the pile which consumed. Servetus, as 
you can, by a reference to the “decree” of 
the Council of Lateran against * the little 
flock of kids,” the Albigenses. But we 
should leave these criminations to the in- 
fidel, who makes them a prefezt for sneering 
at your religion as well as mine—and for the 
bigot, who is ever ready to point at the mote 
in his brother’s eye, but cannot see the beam 
in his own. eres 

Before I pass to the review of your letter, 
I must~ notice the injustice of charges 
which have been insinuated by yourself, and 
formally urged in several Protestant papers, 
not excepting even the sober-winded Church 
Register of this city. WhenI argue against 
the Protestant rule.of faith, I am 
ed as arguing against the Bible! Is this just? 
Is ithonourable? I defy the Church Register, 


and all the ministers in the United States, to 
point out one single passage that can even 


church to every enactment recorded in her 


be tortured into an argument against the Bi- 
ble, as a book of divinely insptred authority. 
When I point out and prove the destruction 
which the Protestant rule of faith, brings 
upon the Bible, I am represented as taking 
‘¢+common ground with the infidel,” and as 
aiming a blow.at the sacred volume itself! 
When I exposed bad logic, it appears I insult 
the Bible! No sir; but I show that the Bible, 
under the Protestant rule of faith, is as de- 
fenceless as the desolate vine of Judah; the 
‘+ bear from the woods” may ravage it. Isit 
not by that rule applied to the Bible, that 
some Protestants have robbed Jesus Christ 
of his Deity—that others, have annihilated 
by an opposite error, the two other per- 
sons of the Holy Trinity? Is it not by that 
rule of faith, that Calvin taught the blasphe- 
mous doctrine that God created some men 
under an unavoidable necessily to be damned 
for his glory? And when I prove that your 
rule faith, gives identically the sume sanction 
‘to all these doctrines—I am represented as 
arguing against the Bible! It is astonishing 
that pious and sincere Protestants do not 
shrink from the approbation of a principle, 
whieh makes it lawful for one sect of Protes- 
tants to teach from the Bible that Christ is a 
mere creature; and for another to teach from 
the same Bible, that the Father and the Holy 
Spirit are only mere attributes of Christ, to 
express different operations. Now blend 
these two consequences of the Protestant 
rule of faith into one, and you see the belief 


puerile—to speak as you have done. (It 
would be both profane and puerile to speak 
as you have taken the liberty to misrepre- 
sent.) But there is this good from so great 
an evil, THAT ALL THE WORLD MAY IN THIS 
SKE HOW IT Is THAT RoME AND HER SONS 
LIGHT THEIR CANDLES TO HELP THE SUN TO 
sHINE. (And yet, Protestant ministers enjoy 
larger emoluments for their “ lighted can- 
dies” than even the ‘sons of Rome.”) In 
fine, he who runs may reconcile the pas- 
saves you cite, and so greatly slander. (I. can- 


not see how I slandered them.) Without the 


full and proper meaning of both, Christ could 
not have been -the Saviour of the world.” 
What a sfrange mode of getting clear of 
a difficulty! 

After this lucid exposition, the orthodox 
reader will have no difficulty in saving the 
divinity of Jesus Christ, from the destructive 
operation of the Protestant rule of faith, in 
the hands of the Unitarian. 

You give your opinion at large on the ca- 
non of Scripture—and although I should 
respect your opinion, I cannot consider it of 
equal authority with the fact, that the Catho- 
lic canon had been established and recog- 
nised by the whole church, for more than a 
thousand years before the pretended Refor- 
mation. Luther put the Epistle to the He- 
brews among the Apocryphal bovks. Cal- 
vin conferred a stmilar honour on the Apoca- 
lypse; and you or I have quite as good a 
right to strike a book from the canon, as 


of a supreme being, destroyed by the combi- 
nation ;—and pure atheism extracted, not from 
the Bible, but from the Protestant mode of 
interpretation! According to one party, 
Christ is not God; according to the other if 
Christ is not God, there is no God! But you: 
will say they interpret erroneously. [ answer 
that they interpret strictly according to the 
rule of faith, by which you — You 
say that the Bible alone is your religion; they 
say the same of theirs. You say that God 
speaks plainly in the Scriptures; they say that 
God speaks plainly in the Scriptures—and 
that by the authority of, the Protestant rule of 
faith, and your own acknowledgment, they 
have as good a right to understand what God 
says in the Scriptures, as you have. You 
may say they pervert the Scriptures, but 
they may retort the charge upon yourself. 
In a word I defy you. to use a single argu- 
ment, which is not as og for them as it is 
for you. As a Catholic know that the 
church never ceased to teach since the days 
of Jesus Christ the doctrines which both you 
and theyhave rejected— Dut fur the rest T 100k 
upon them to be as sincere and as moral, as 
Presbyterians are. They may have depart- 
ed further from the doctrines of Christ; but 
the difference is in the degree of error, and 
not in the principle by which it was engen- 
dered. 
Just pause, then, I pray you, and survey 
with a cout mind and a dispassionate eye, the 
field of Protestant Christianity. Consider 
the diversities of doctrine, and the multitude 
of-sects which it presents, and ask yourself 
whether it is possible that ¢his is the ** one 
sheep fold” of that church which Jesus Christ 
established on the earth. If your own breth- 
ren who call themselves Presbyterians are 
charged with the impending crime of heresy, 
for a slight departuce from your standards, 
how numerous must be the heresies of other 
denominations who condemn your standards 
and the doctrines contained in them. Heresy 
as you know is a crime, and every crime 
supposes moral culpability. But to what 
source will you trace the guilt of Protestant 
heresy, as you understand the word? To the 


ful perversion? That is uncharitable aud pre- 
sumptuous, since God alone can judge in the 
sanctuary of men’s thoughts. 

Where then, is the error, of those that err 
most?—for you are among the first to pro- 
claim that there is error of doctrine among 
Protestants, and consequently heresy, crime 
and culpability. But does not the man of 
extreme heterodoxy do all that ts required by 


how, according to your own principles, can 
he be guilty of heresy? ‘The only heresy is, 
that his opinion and your opinion avout the 
meaning of the Bible, are different, one 
from the other. And if this be heresy, the 
number of the elect will be small indeed. 
But you will rewember that the Protestant 
rule of faith destroys all possibility of de- 
termining who is right or who is wrong. 
Can this then be that ‘*inlallible rule,” 
which Christ ‘** established to guide us in 
matters of religion, and to determine disputes 
in his church Fr”. 

I mentioned in my last letter that Jesus 
Christ says of himself in one place * the Fa- 
ther and I are one,” in another, **the Father 
is greater than 1°*—and asked you as a fa- 
vour, to show me how, in the comparison of 


nity of Jesus Christ from the destructive 
operation of the Protestant rule of faith in 
the hands of a Unitarian. This, you either 
could not, or would not undertake. But 
your mode of defending the Protestant rule 
of faith in presence of ¢his test, is so curious 
that I cannot withhold it from the reader. 
I shall merely use a few parentheses as I pro- 
ceed, which shall contain corrections of mis- 
representation. My remark on the two pas- 
sages above was, that one of them was to be 
explained by the other, but that the sacred 
writings du not determine which shall take 
the preference. Mr. Breckinridge clears up 
thedifficulty in the following manner: “Lhe 
obvious tendency of this statement is to sa- 
crifice that eternal doctrine of the Christian 
scheme, (viz. the divinity of Christ,) or else 
arrive at it by the authority of your church. 
(The tendency, Rev. Sir, was to show the 
utter fallacy of the Protestant rule of faith.) 
Indeed in so many words you admit (I pro- 
claim, rather) that the sacred writings do 
not determine wuHicu shal! take the prefer- 
ence of the other. And will you say then 
that the Bible contradicts itself, and that 
God cannot sv speak to man in his word, 
that he shall not contradict himself. (I have 
nut said any such thing.) And that men are 
necessary to prevent God from contradictin 
himself in his Revelations? (Not at all.) 
And is Bellarmine so lucid and so plain, 
that you insult me (1 would not insult a child 
intentionally—but when you misquote au- 
thors, it is my duty -to correct you,) for dif- 
fering from you, as to his meaning, and yet 
tell us that God cannot so speak as to be con- 
sistent or intelligent (intelligible) without 
the glosses uf councils and the mediation of 
Popes? (I never told you so.) Doce lan- 
guage lose its sense, or thought its lustre and 
point in the hands of the Holy Spirit alone? 
(I am arguing against the Protestant rule of 
ith, and nol against the Holy Spirit.) ‘Tru- 
ly I know not whether it be most profane or 


Bible? ‘That would be blasphemy. Tv wil- 


the Protestant rule of faith? Audit he does, 


these two passages, you could save the divi- | 


either of them. ‘The “ canonizing” of what 
you call the Apochryphal books, you tell us, 
took place at the Council of Trent “in the 
16th peor Here you have committed a 
slight anachronism of about 1150 years. 
This event took place in the 4th century 
A. D. 397, in the Council of Carthage. 
However, this is a mere trifle, and you will 
never think of it again. You were pleased 
in a former letter to tell us that none but the 
Apostles were inspired or infallible; and con- 
sistently with this assertion the two Gospels, 
and the Apostles’ Acts were uninspired !—Do 
you mean then, that these books shall be con- 
sidered as Apochryphal? If not, why do 
you not recall the assertion alluded to, by 
which you sapped with all the influence of 
your signature, the foundation of their i- 
spired authority? What will Protestants 
think of their champion, who denies the in- 
spiration of St. Mark and St. Luke, by the 
unqualified asserlion, that none but the Apos- 
tles were inspired? 1 respectfully asked an 
explanation of this on a former occasion, but 
Tike the affair of ‘* Usher’s authority among 
Romanists,” you forgot it. It seems you 
have adopted the memorable words of a 
Roman gcvernor—‘* what I have written, ] 
have written.” Thus you publish on the 
authority, as you say, of a ** most respecta- 
ble and responsible gentleman,” that one of 
the Priests of this city, on a particular day, 
warned the people against reading this con- 
troversy. Now this statement is untrue. 
Will you then give the name of your author? 
Will you mention the church in which he 
was on that day? Will you do any thing to 
explain this strange affair? Will not the 
public consider yourself as the author of the 
statement, as lung as you do not choose to 
say who the author is? And how can you 
leave yourself exposed in this manner? 

Again, you insist that the Pope anathema- 
tized the Bible Society. This is untrue. 
You attempted on a former occasion to prove 
it, but your authority, as the reader may per- 
ceive by a reference to it, proved only that 
the Pope warned the faithful against your 
Bibles, and Bible Socieies, just as you warn 
the people against the Unitarian Bible! The 
motives assigned in the document, are such 
as every man of good sense will approve. 
How then, Rev. Sir, can you have the cour- 
age to repeat this unfounded assertion, when 
the document adduced by yourself, supplies, 
not the prvof, but the refutation! ‘Truly the 
Protestant rule of faith must be a magnifi- 
cent, cause when éhese are the meaus by which 
you are obliged to support. ‘These things 
may do very well in Protestant pulpits; they 
may excite prejudice and uncharitableness 
towards the Catholics and their religions; but 
in a public discussion, when Born sIpDES 
have anequal hearing, you should be cautious 
in having re-course to them. 


The manner in which you refute my argu- 
ments on the rule of faith is truly curious. I 
will give the heads of your demonstrations. 


I. **One of you methods of defending 
your church’s infallibility, is this, if the 
church be infallible then the gatesof hell have 
prevailed against them, and the Redeemer has 
forgotten his promise to his spouse.” This 
argument you placed between inverted com- 
mas, to show that you had taken it from my 
letter. It is not mine, however;—and its 
want of sense renders it very easy of refuta- 
tion. My argument was, that Christ pro- 
mised that “ the gates of hell should not pre- 
vail against his church’”—and that the infal- 
libility of this promise, clearly proves the 
delusion of Protestantism, since the Refor- 
mation was founded on a supposition which 
clashes with the promise of Christ, viz. the 
supposition that the gates of hell had prevail- 
ed against the Church;—and that her doc- 
trines required to be “ reformed;” that is, 
thrown back into the Bible, in order that all 
future generations might enjoy the glorious 
uncertainty of private interpretation. My 
argument is this—if Christ did nod fulfil his 
promise, what is to become of us iafallidili- 
ty? But if he did fulfil it, then he was still 
withthe Church, rgdeeming his promise, when 
Martin Luther, John Calvin, Henry the 8th, 
and Socinus undertook to make experiments 
in her doctrine, and to dignify the battle of 
their various and conflicting opinions, with 
the general name of “ Reformation.” | 


II. ** Allowing that Christ appointed an 
infallible tradition of doctrine and a succession 
of infallible teachers, then the church that does 
not dispense his ordinances, and teach his doc- 
trines, as he instituted and taught cannot bea 
true church of Jesus Christ.” Agreed. “ Now I 
will prove that your church has corrupted the 
ordinances of Christ, and the doctrines of 
Christ.”” And how, Rev’d Sir, do you prove 
this? By taking it for granted that the doc- 
trines which Protestants have rejected, are 
errors? But since the Church had the pro- 
mise that Jesus Christ would be with her ‘* all 
days,” how cou!d she continue to teach 
these errors, unless Christ had abandoned 
her, and violated his promise. And if you 
prefer to say that the promise was made to 
the Protestant Church or churches, how 
comes it, that these churches were born after 
a mysterious gestation of some. 1500 years 
from the period when Christ made those 

mises—which were to be fulfilled in aux 
pays, even to the consummation of the world? 


If Protestantism be the Church of Christ, 


where was the Church of Christ before Mar- 
tin Luther ? 


canon of what was the Christian church from 
the days of Christ, until the time when the 


make Christian churches of their own. I 


defy you to show that the Christian church, 


previous to Luther, ever held a different 
canon. Your arguments are generally very 
unfortunate, for the reason that — are ge- 
nerally in direct opposition to facts, and 
without facts, in a discussion of this kind, 
zeal, learning, and even logic, are absolutely 
useless. 

The question is the “rule of faith.” In 
other words, the question is, how shall we 
know the doctrines, of which Jesus Christ 
said, “he that believeth not shall be con- 
DEMNED.” Now the Protestant rule of faith 
reduces the doctrines of Jesus Christ to the 
sincere opinion of each individual in reading 
or hearing the Bible. If 1 have misrepresent- 
ed the Protestant principle, I request you to 
give me the true practical definition. [| think 
that every Christian who can and will reason 
consistently, will conclude with me, that 
Christ never did appvint so doubtful and pre- 
carious a principle of guidance. For the 
proof of this position, I refer the reader to 
the unanswered arguments of my last letter 
on this branch of the subject. : 

Reason tells us that since Christ made the 
belief of his doctrines necessary for salvation, 
he must have provided some infallible means 
for ascertaining what those doctrines are. 
This, my Rev. opponent, hasadmitted. And 
yet, he dees not attempt to show that the Bi- 
ble, interpreted by each individual for himself, 
constitutes that infallible means. Why? 
Because his arguments would be as good for 
the Unitarian, as for the. Presbyterian,—as 
good for the Universalist, as fur the Metho- 
dist, Baptist, or Episcopalian. — If the Protes- 
tant rule of faith is right, then are aux right. 
If it is wrong, they are all equally bound, 
before their conscience and their God, to 
abandon it—for truth, next to God, is great- 
er than all. 

Reason tells us, moreover that no society can 
subsist; and history assures us, that no society 
ever did subsist, without the right of judg- 
ment, and the supreme power of decision, in 
cases of controversy among its members. 
Even in this country where freedom is sup- 
posed to be unbounded, the laws are not left 
to the arbitrary interpretation of each private 
individual. Is it consistent then, with reason 
tu suppose, as the Protestant rule of faith 
teaches, that the Son of God revealed a reli- 
gion,—made the belief of it necessary to sal- 
vation, and yet left it at the discretion of 
every individul who can read, to determine, 
with all the certainty of opinion, what it is? 
So far reason and history are directly against 
the Protestant ruse of faith. But what says 
the written word of God? I will merely 
state its historal testimony. : 

How were controversies decided under the 
Jewish dispensation? Not by the private in- 
terpretation of the Bible? Read “ Parlip. 
ch. xix. v. 10 and 11. Every cause that shall 
come to you of your brethren, that dwell 
in their cities, between kindred and kindred, 
wheresoever there is question concerning the 
law, the commandment, the ceremonies, the 
justificalions, sHow 1T TO THEM, that they 
may not sin against the Lord, and that wrath 
may not come upon you and your brethren, and 
in so doing you shall notsin. And Amarias 
the priest your high priest shall be chief in 
the things which regard God.” ‘This is the 
principle appointed by God, in the old law. 
Why should it be different in the new? Jo- 
sephus testifies in like manner (lib 2. contra 
Apionem) that the ‘‘ High Priest sacrifices to 
God before the other Priests, guards the 
laws and determines controversies.” And 
even Herod, though a Jew, instead of inter- 
preting the Scripture as Protestants do, by 
private opinion,—* assembling together all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, 
inquired of them where Christ should be 
born.”? Matth. xi. 4. 

Did the Saviour of men appoint a different 
— whereby to “ determine disputes in 
ris church??? Did he not say, “ Hear the 
church; he that will not hear the church, let 
him be to thee, as a heathen and a publican.” 
But how can we. obey Jesus Christ, if in- 
stead of ‘* hearing the church,” we make our 
private explanation or opinion of the Bible, 
our rule of faith? Christ would not, could 
not enjoin on us to hear the church, under 
such a penalty, if the church were not an in- 
fallible authority. ‘That it is an infallible 
authority, I have already proved in my fifth 
letter, to which I refer the reader. Again, 
look at the usage and practice of the church 
from the earliest days of her history. Look 
at the decision of the Apostles, in the first 
council of Jerusalem. (Acts xv. 28.) **It 
hath seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to 
us,’ &c. See again, (Euseb. lib. 5. cap. 25. 
et sequent) the controversy about the time 
of celebrating Easter, settled finally by the 
decision of Pope Victor, A. D. 198. 

In 255, Noyatian was condemned by the 
Roman Council under Pope Cornelius, for 
teaching that sinners whe had relapsed after 
baptism, could not be reconciled to God on 
their repentance, by the absolution of the 
church. (See Baronius on this year.) 

Sabellius was condenmed in the Council 
of Alexandria, under Pope Sylvester, in the 
year S19, for teaching that there is but one 
person in God. Of the Council of Nice, 
held a few- years afterwards, it is unneces- 
rary for me to speak. 

Thus, then, it appears, that the Catholic 
rule of faith is found to be consistent with 
the light of reason and philosophy, with the 
experience of history, with the testimonies of 
Revelation, with the practice of the Jewish 
and Christian Church—whilst the Protestant 
principle is contradicted by them ail. But 
why should I not refute that delusive princi- 
ple, by a reference to the practice of Protes- 
tants themselves. If God speaks so plainly 
in the —- that every man can under- 
stand what he says—why, I should like to 
know, do you, ministers, intrude yourselves 
between God and the people to help the 
Almighty to speak, and your hearers to un- 
derstand? With us a ministry is consis- 
tent—with you it is a palpable contradiction. 
Why your Confessions of Faith and Articles? 
But so it is, that thuse who depart fram the 
rules of religion instituted by Christ, —those 
who quit the rock of truth, to build upon the 
quicksands of opiniun, will ever be involved 
in the labyrinths of self-contradiction and in- 
consistency. 

I shall now conclude by giving the passage 
from Tertullian, which you accuse me of 
having garbled. But first I mast correct 


your misstatement of my argument, in sup- 
port of which it was introduced. 
III. “The canon of Scripture,” you say,|it was “intended to show that Rome was 


“used by your church, is not the canon of | the seat of the true church, and the Pope the 
the Christian church.” Why yes, it is the|supreme head and successor of St. Peter.” 


gentlemen mentioned above, undertook to|¢#hat, a very appropriate testimony. 


faith which Protestants now 


You 


It was not, L assure you, Rev’d Sir, intended 
for any such purpose; although it is, even’ for 
It wae 
intended to show that in Tertullian’s time, 
heretics alone had recourse to the rule of 
ess to fol- 
low;—and that the Catholic Church possess- 
ed by prescription, in the succession of teach-— 
ing and belief, the doctrines which was re- 
ceived from the Apostles. Tertullian was 
showing where the érue doctrines of Christ 
existed, and how they could be distinguished 
from the errors, which private interpretation 
pretended to discover in the pure word of 
God, the Bible alone. Let me then give 


what you have quoted as the * ungarbleé 


passage,” and see whether it does not bear 
me out MORE stRONGLY than the briefer ex- 
tract which I had. furnished. “ Survey the 
Apostolic churches in which the very chairs 
of the Apostle still preside over ther sta- 
tions, in which their own letters are recited, 
uttering the voice, and representing the pre- 
sence of each of them. Is Achaia nearest 
thee? Thou hast seen Corinth. If thou art 
not far from Macedonia, thou hast the Phillip- 
pians and Thessalonians. If thou canst go 
to Asia, thou hast Ephesus; but if thou art 
near Italy, thou hast Rome, whence to us also 
authority is near at hand.” Now, if this 
does not prove against the Protestant rule of 
faith, 1 am at a loss to understand what 
proof is. “How does he refute the Heretics? 
By the Bible alone? Not at all—But by 
comparing their doctrines, with those held by 
the succession of teaching in the Apostolic 
churches—which were numerous in his time. 
He refutes heresy by the argument of pre- 
scription—by showing that in the Christian 
Church, truth existed before the heresy was 
broached, and that the first or oldest doc- 
trines, are the ¢rue doctrines. In_ reference 
to the Church of Rome, read the conclusion © 
of the chapter from which you have quoted— 
Let Protestants reflect upon it: ‘* heresies 
were not of that church; because they went 
out from her, and have since their apostacy 
turned all the malice of their united efforts 
against her.” One would suppose that in 
this short sentence, Tertullian was the histo- 
rian, or prophet of the calumnies that have 
been heaped on the church of Rome for the 
last three hundred years. But no: he was 
the historian of his own times, for the adver- 
saries of the church, have always been dis- — 
tinguished by the same characteristics. 

Let me entreat. you, in conclusion, not to 
consider me as intending to insult you, 
whenever I find it necessary to currect the 
unfounded statements of your letters; and 
to name, or authorize your friend to agree 
with me on the selection of a sworn inter- 
preter, to decide the questions on which we 
are at issue,as I wish the decision to be 
published before the meeting of the General 
Assembly. Yours, very respectfully, 

Jno. HuGueEs. 


For The Presby'‘erian. 


Extract from a letter of the Rev. R. Armstrong, Mission- 
f ary to Sandwich 
On our arrival here we were most cordially received, 
both by the mission families and the natives. When we 
landed on the wharf, hundreds were assembled to declare 
their aloha (their love) for us, and before we reached the 
mission houses, which are about half a mile from the 
wharf, crowds of natives met us to shake hands and pre- 
sent the same salutation. In a day or two after our arri- 
val the king Kawikeaouli, and Semen, the queen 
regent and wife of old Tamehameha, invited us to call 
and see them. We complied,-and the young king re- 
ceived us into a fine new native house, handsomely fur- 
nished with mats, chairs, bureaus, looking-glasses, &c. 
and gave us a hearty welcome to the island. He isa fine 
young man, but not pious, though he respects religion and 
Is pretty regular in his attencance on church. Our inter- 
view with him was short, and the time was occupied in 
looking over our credentials and in making a short ad- 
dress to his majesty, stating our object in coming to these 
isles, which delicate task devolved on your unworthy 
friend. Mr. Bingham acted as interpreter on the occa- 
sion. From the king’s house we walked to the residence 
of Kaahumanu, another comfortable native dwelling. 
There we foond the old 'ady seated in a large chair, very 
ill; she reccived us with great affection, and after we were 
all seated she burst into tears, for joy that God had sent 
so many, to teach her and her nation the way of life, and 
was able to say but little tous. She was then suffering 
with a disease, from which she never recovered. Ou 
the 5th of June she died, enjoying a bright hope of a glo- 
rious immortality. Being the highest acting authority in the 
nation (the king being a minor,) and being most decided] 
a of course her influence was great. She did all in 
er power to reform the people; and ever after her con- 
version exerted a most happy influence m favour of the 
Gospel. Her character as a Curistian was marked by 
uniformity, decision and energy, and her name will lon 
be cherished iw the affections Y both the missionaries an 
natives of these islands. Her last hours were happy and 
her faith unshaken. But this same Kaahumanu was, for 
a long time after the establishment of this mission, one of 
its most stubborn opposers, and one of the worst of wo- 
men. d the grace of God! what can it not do for 
sinners ? 
‘The character of these islanders is remarkable for mild- 
ness, inoffensiveness, indolence, and indecision. Their 
complexion is — dark, and their stature well propor- 
tioned, especially the men, whe are not uncommonly large, 
except the chiefs, most of whom are the most overgrown 
persons I ever saw. ‘They are uniformly kind to the mis- 
sionaries, and almost universally in favour of the Gospel. 
But yet the majority of them are very stupid, unthinking, 
and ignorant. About 23,000 are able to read, most of 
thein to write, and some of them understand the first rudi- 
ments of arithmetic : 27,000 more attend more or less to in- 
struction, but have made little progress, and the remaining 
100,000 have cast away their idolatry and heathenish cru- 
elties and are willing to hear the Gospel, but that 1s all. 
They are yet filthy, ignorant, lecherous, and lazy, that is 
—— So you see the work is net done here yet; in 
act itis just begun ; About six hundred in all these islands 
have united with the church, and so far as I can judge, 
appear well. They have not that earnestness and activi- 
ty in doing good that is desirable, but this is owing to their 
former halits and their want of intelligence. ‘I'hat they are 
not unwilling to do what they can, is evident from one 
fact: a missionary society was formed in this place since 
1 arrived, and at the first meeting about $150 was sub- 
scribed and paid, and more than $100 since that: many of 
the subscribers were not able to buy even a shirt to wear 
every day. The people | greeny know but little of the 
arts of civilized lands, and know nothing of the sciences, 
but they are making some improvement in both. A hi 
school has been established at Maui to teéch the higher 
branches of education and also some of ‘the mechanical 
arts, The grand object is to qualify feachers for the 
schools, It was expected that some of our company 
should go to the a Island, but on our arrival 
ere we found that our English brethren of the Society Is- 
lands wished to occupy that field, and had actually seut — 
native teachers thither already, onthis account it was 
deemed proper to go no farther until a deputation was 
sent to confer with these brethren. Accordingly Messrs. 
Whitney, Tinker, Alexander and myself were appointed 
un the deputation ; in consequence of the ‘situation of my 
wife 1 was obliged to decline. The other three brethren 


are now on the business assigned them, and will probably. 
rewrn by November. The Romish Priests are ae longue 

here, the epee of its own accord fitted out a vessel 

and sent | 


em to South America. As to my general health, 
it has been good so far; the productions oft islaucs just 
five me mp the Karo. With this vegetable I can 
ive without bread. Itis-the principle article of food among 
the natives, and is generally plenty. Wehave alsuv cab- 
bage, omons, potatoes sweet and rish, tomatoes, melons 
excellent, and a pretty good supply of butter aud milk ; 
goats, hogs, horses, cows and fowls are plenty. Iu short 
vur comforts are considerable, much better than I expect- 
ed they would be. ‘The climate on the whole is fine, but 
rather wearing on the system, as there is na winter to 
brace it up. The thermometer stands in the summer ge- 
nerally at from 76 to 78 degrees Fahrenheit, and it never 
falls below 60 degrees. I neglected to say that in case a 
mission should be n at the Marquesas Island, brothers 
‘Tinker, Alexander and myself are appointed te go there, 
and we will go as svon as possible. 1 am now preaching 
in English to a few foreigners here, but so far as I see 
with little success ; most of thei de not attend church at 
all and pay litle regard to the Sabbath. lntemperance 
prevails among thein to a_lamentable degree. u 
rum is a contraband article, still there are a asumber of 
grog shops, and a great deal of ardent spirits is con- 
ae Phis is the death of seamen in this partof the 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 
"add to his knowledge. * “This we have observed | with other pieces of antiquity. It may be useful to some DOMESTIC, ie were required to furnish their opinions upon certain sub- LAWRENCEVILLE HIGH SCHOOL. 
inthe of proschers in this city. The opi-| peur precring the | sures het the mended plan of i rumoured to bets. | summer Session will open op Monday, the 2h of 
|nion of the Jate Dr. Mason upon this subject, as of tas. Eusebius has "sited the of eccle- 1ith November from the Marquesas Islands, with a The te te The several Departments for Ancient and Modern Lan- 
well kno#n. We may a at i ve 


rvation- head f lave. 3d. The reiei fal fi ages, Mathemaucs and English Education, are occupied 
oe the purpose of ascertaining if it would answer to | |, id off in thievy eminent for talents and experience. The 
sa es . primitive times. Varidus opinions have been entertained | take a station on the Island. The toltowing persons were health, morals, and m 
p Wanhoo s manumitted slave to be compelled by the Magistrates to | , nanners of the pupils, as well as their 
Tas” ROTRSTANT, as we mentioned in our last, | och the apostolic method; that it was adopted | respecting his soundness in the faith; but it has been work five days out of the seven, except when in crop, | ‘#erary culture, receive constaat attention. 
has been republished in a very good style by | by the fathers—of whom -it is enouzh to specify generally concecled that, to say the least, he was inclined 5S, Gad Ee ae Sere eee when they would work for six days. 5th. Two days REFEKENCES.—Samuel F. Smith, John A. Brown, 
Messre. Hutchieon & Dwier, of Hartford ; it is in 


“THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


17, 1633. 


= 


; : _ Tur Biscx Cause.—We understand, that at the meet- | amount of wages to be paid into the compensation fund, it Thomas -Earp, Wiliam Worrell, James Field George 

two volunres of aboa t ‘760 pages each The the happiest effects in his ordinary discourses. | For the Presbyterian. the demand for the Scriptures in countries, (most- doa shanks, Esqrs,. &¢e. heep- 
pense of the publishers in carrying this large The late Mr. Summerfield once observed to us, THE NEXT GENERAL ASSEMBLY ‘4 ea Pt co mes oe stations.) as induced them to | are anxious to learn the extent of the compensation, upon ISAAC V. BROWN Princi , 
work through the press must have been great, | in a private conversation upon this point, not To the meeting of this j dicat ry th = ti ino next mth ng ths cbete’ che cx casa ay aad which their approval! will mainly rest. We give the above ALEX. H. PHILLIPS, pais. 

0 udicato e attention ‘ yect, 

and this: should be regarded by the public. ’ 


; oO ave without vouching for its correctness, merely stating it has l.awrenceville, N. J. March 20, 1833. 
mairy ike“ befete hip latnanted death, that he of the Presbyterian church is beginning to turn sustained by Auxiliary Societies and benevolent individu- . ‘ 


ale been mentiuned in respectable circles. 
had been led to adopt the expository method by with the most intense interest; and many of| We learn further that since the above meeting, a com- France.—London, March 6.—The French papers of 


nend: THE PROTESTANT 
i j God's peopl dailv i the 3d are still occupied with the extraordinary déclara- 
the hope that many of our readers will avail P e are aily offering their prayers received from the Rev. Mr. Goddell, tion of the the sition ia ESS . HUTCHISON & 
thumesives “ef this procure ‘a fair xpe , the | to im, for his guidance in the selection of the | &t Constantmople, expressing need ofassistance in printing | which it places the Bervi ; Jed f s NZESSRS TC : ER, of Hartford 
opportenity'to reacher was thus thrown more into the back} men who ‘6 ] d ne 2 | the Armeno- ‘urkish Bible, Old Testament and New. ee _cause of the exiled family. Some Conn., have just published a most valuable and 
. : iP are to ** consult, vote and determine 1. of the Carlist journalist tend to doubt tl henticit ble w T , : 

it-of the Roman Catholic religion. Though: » |'There is no doubt to be a rapidly Gin J lists pretend to doubt the authenticity | seasonable work, entitled ‘THE PROTESTANT; being 
portrait e ctoman | aye i ground, while the word of God was prominently on the deeply important matters which are to be} means to circulate the Scripture 2 pion feel cies deal of the document, while others cugage in arguments to show | a Series of Essays on the Principal Points of Controversy 
written by a leyman, it abounds in mighty rea- held forth. As this is the simplest.mode of pre- acted upon by this body, at its ensuing meeting. | pagan countries, and nowhere perbaps can money be its unimportance. There is one change however which | between the Church of Rome and the Reformed. By 
ind stubborn facts, which orth. As this is the simplest mode of Pre-|Thig ig all right. ‘The measures which may advantogcously ¥" | All adits neceweary consequcace of the | WILLIAM, M‘GAVIN, With an Introductory 
few learned clerke could equal, and which none senting divine truth, so itis that w adopted, must tell on the interests of the Redeem-| Among the passengers who left this port on Wednes- J & e ssay intended as a F yor ritical say and cha. 


: be acknowledged by th sither in th lity of Re- 
vours human display. A judicious mingling of | er’s kingdom on earth, to the end of time; and | in the Sampson for London, was the Rev. Dr. Cox, of off har con’ or in tat which will be adde 
can ‘answer. Mr. M*‘Gavin, the author, was, 


gent, in the name of her son, or in that of her son’s guar- 
3 rs set discourses and expository lectures will per- | on immortal souls to all eternity. And the hope this city, We understand that Dr. C. proposes to be ab- | dian during bis minority. The Italian Prince, to whom AN APPENDIX, 
we believe, an orthodox and pious Presbyterian. : 

The essays which form this work were pub- 


aa april 17 


We give the prospectus and recommendations, in 


Ser . represent the American Bible Society and*two or threg) Besides, it is wisely provi 
is, that God will direct to the choice of men of | other benevolent institutions of this at the widew 


ects: 
“ oe. ‘ludes tt idow of the mi I. JESUITISM, This discussion shall ill te t 
iety and prudence, as commissioners; and that | versaries of similar Societies m London which are held in aw tutes the ematedie af SAL tn shall illustrate the 


; . , King’s father from having the custody of his person, or influence of that system upon our Political Institu- 
1e will meet with them when they meet, and | month of May.—db. the power his sceptre.—The Duchess of subjection of the Roman 
e minds | ro nts agains e wiles o ide them in their proceedings. : OrFiciaL.—Navy Department.—Extract of a letter | Augouleme is now to have charge of the young Pre- iests to a Foreign Power. ! 
priestly sophistry. If we were looking for a parses. has been the esire of all whose | om Master Commandant D. Geisinger to the Secretary | ‘ender: ondensing a View of Male and 
ig : | Jews. The government of the Grand Duchy of | minds have not been influenced by some improper of the Navy, dated Canton, December Ist, 1832—“1] Francx.—Revival among Catholics in the depart- cy : 
4 magazine of weapons, fitted for the warfare of a , 7 ngrart thing lik have the honour to report the arrival at Lintin of the | ment of Vaucluse. Extract of a letter from M. Renous, | j1], pR ACTIC AL POPERY. Dj ; : 
- argument. which the truth is about to wage Baden is about to call a Hebrew Synod, to pro- | &Xcltement, every thing like management, or | United States’ ship Peacock on the 8th ult. last from Ma- . RY. Displaying the operation 


} . maneuvring, in thin rtaining to ecclesiasti- | nilla. We were obliged suddenly to leave that port, in | dated, Lamothe-Chalnecon, Nov. 10, 1832—translated for of Komauism on our Domestic and Social Relations, 
against Rome, we could not hope to alight on any nounce on the question, what may be em- cal judicatories, sh outa entirely avoided ; but Cholera appearing among | the Vermont Chronicle. tin 
thing better. -| ployed to advance the civilization of the Jews, suspicions are now entertained that this is not the & "Wa “ A religious excitement, caused by the reading of the | country, their Locations, Seminaries, Priucipal Charch- 
The purchaser moat bo deterred by the and to facilitate the restoration of their equal | case with the next meeting of the supply of provisions, and the ship is in ameng the es, and Religious Establishments. 
er her aucene, department o ucluse. ad been 
‘ rights. | neral Assemb y- f these suspicions are ground- | sail at a minute’s notice. ; apprized for some d shea f this ci In the above work, which has alread sed t 
largeness of the volumes. It might be a labour i On less, let it be known; and if they are not ground- Copy < a — Rem bree Commandant J. C. Long, oe reading with dlenane the Bible, goed ype an nine editions in Europe, will be tound sacar and faithful 
to read it through at a heat, but it contains a ° ° 9 y g less Iet it be known. To decide this question, I commant ing the Unite lates sehr. Dolphin, dated had formed the design of abjuri t € the exhibition of the errors, both in doctrine and practice of 
i i Callao Bay, December 3, 1832.—‘< Sir, 1 have to infor he errors of the Pp 
ine of valuabl d high] tertaining matter of the Valleys of Piedmont, and a pupil of the | address to the Rev. Naruan S. S. Beman, D. D. | - ’ —— . ,s & m | Romish Church, and embracing the pure Christianity the papal church. The author has laid open to the view 
mine vaiuabie, an igh y ent ng wr ’ Srasbutg Academy, proposes to eabliih:4 ble this inquiry: Is it true that a printed letter over that the number of persons on board this vessel-who | of our Lord Jesus Christ. But 1 doubted, knowing of the uninitiated, scenes which may well excite their as- 
to which one may refer from year to year. e 


ave stopped their ration ot liquor for pay, has, during the | the fanaticism that reions j none tonishiment d which wi i 
re m re n the district of Avignon, the ment, and which will certamly provoke their in- 
have seldom recommended a book with greater tory of the religious community which has ren- bev signature, has been sent, with your know-| year past, averaged thirty-eight, and at this time there & & 


: i dignation. By evidence the most direct i 
edge of the fact, to ministers in various Presbyte- ouly nine persons on boar who draw their allowance. per the Spirie her own 
cordiality. | dered these valleys so celebrated in church his- ries, stating some of the important points which vi ee we pay to add, ann my opus -_ dis- | God was powerfully operating in the midst of this dark- | history, the acknowledgments of her members, and even 
tory. There are already many histories of the | will claim the attention of the next General As-| {uction of ardent spirits” death-shade. leh hee 
; e better to Improve my time, 1 wenton foot. I arrived 2 most shameless license in morals 
We are informed that the Second Presbyterian Vaudois ; but most of them are antiquated, and “seid er ae polgseryge as oaaaion ae Mobile. March27. | at Malaucene ihe next day in the afternvon. As soon as | 2U¢ an insatia le thirst for power, to be the characteris 
Church, of this City, has made out a call to the/ some erroneous. Rieger, Allix, and Benoist are are sam Whose opinions on these subjects are) Great Freshet.—It is stated in the Mobile Register on | my arrival was known, a Catholic came to the inn where | !¢S of the Church of Rome. The volumes of the Pro- 
Mr.‘ : d that the Fifth Church has|liabl thi R Philichdorf known ; and that they be in Philadelphia on the | the authority of a gentleman directly from the interior, | I stopped to invite me to his own house. ‘Twenty per- | TESTANT. have concentrated a mass of information en 
Rev - Mr. Harris, .an at the Fi urch has} liable to this censure. eynerus, ilichdorf, | evening of the day before the meeting of the As- | that the Alabama river has, this spring. risen to a height, | sons were already assembled, desirous of learning the these subjects, of which all ought to be in possession 
determined to call the Rev. Mr. Parker. Both| Eberhard, Bethuniensis, Lydius, Ermengard, | sembly, to attend a meeting to be held in the Lec- pereater than it had attained for many years. At Cahuba, | good news of Salvation. I addressed some Christian ex- | “20S¢ province it is to contemplate in its true character a 


— ’ SP ns the water was on a level with the floor of the State House, | hortation to th d invi t daily til/ | Power called by the ‘faithful and true witness,” “ . 
these gentlemen are now labouring in New Or-| Moneta, Bernardus de fonte calido, and other ture oom of Dr, Skinner's Church? And is not om and invited them (© Come Sa Syste 


. : and it was supposed the term of the Circuit Court would | Monday, November 5, and take part in our religious | 74> Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots, and abomina- 
leans. scarce authors, have little that is valuable. this marshalling the measures and the men fail in consequence. 


meetings. You could not, dear brother, form, from re- | 7S of the earth.” Nor will they be devoid of interest to 


. . : : A PRESBYTER IN VIRGINIA. We have heard from a gentleman of respectability who collection, a just idea of this assembly, and of the joy the general reader, who will discover _in them a fuad of 
Gilles, Perrin, and Leger, the patriarch of their . - | came of of the distressing On their countenances, at hearing free salvation masculine reasoning and 
A commanication respecting a recent work has / 1; particvlars of the dlmest unparalleled rise of that river. | offered to poor sinners believing in the Lord Jesus. ‘‘O Ceserved severity. 

nicl ad. We i oe . , history, are still _ rare, and are not exempt For the Presbyterian. At Demopolis, the rise is enid te be not less than sixty or | how good it is,” cried many ha, Pe ingeuuousness of their hs style of these productions is classical, vigorous, 
have no room for 80 an! from the faults of their age. Next come Boyer CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 4 seventy has where banks on delightful to approach God through Jesus bay Though their ori- 

_|one or both sides, and in some places spread out toa rist his Son, without t tervention of saints, and t y Nave forthe most part an appro- 
cag le, and the gubject is tteated in amanner/ and Arnaud. Bretz followed these, but his work | | At the monthly concert in this church, on Mon sheet of five or six miles in Weide, Inelileier as it was ex- | have the truth thus pastry withaxt Samia “oo 1 T wriateness which cannot fail to be perceived wherever 

which could not interest the majority of our read-| is incomplete; and all these together comprise day night Ist of April, the following preamble 


, ( am! pressed, ‘like a sea.” The plantations are of course in- | discoursed of the Saviour with these dear friends from | * OF€TY. has extended, or is — to extend its influence ; 
and resolutions were adopted, viz—* Believing | undated, and in several instances, our intormant saw peo- | five o’clock in the afternoon till midnight. The next day and it is believed that their republication in this country, 
. pila s a the church of Jesus Christ to have been designed | ple white and black, and of all ages, sitting on the roofs. I went to the mayor’s office to carry a writing signed by and at a day when such vigorous efforts are making to 
Calvin and a Friend of Missions are awaiting more|;hemselves chi efly with the modern history. to be a Missionary or anization ; tak buildings ! were on the point of heads of families, by which they declare that it is their 
space. The new work of M. Muston will be issued this | ]ast command of the Saviour to his immediate eing borne away by the overwhelming, and still increas- | xed intention to live and die in the evangelical Christian with a liberal patrd ay ause © , and will mee 


The Essays, prepared by a gentleman in America who 


ers, and might possibly strike some as invidious. | put half the subject. Mozer and Dieterici employ 


Te, and many others. straggling in the last efforts of self-pre- | church. By this declaration they place thgmselves under 
‘It is with pleasure that we invite attention to year; in two or three octavo volumes, at five me ah a f yp hg : 


‘ha ligatory on them and their | servation, unable to reach the shore, which sometimes re- | the protection of the | de ly alteud on th has long devoted himself to an inquiry into the character 
. the Christian Library, which it is proposed to francs the volume. successors, until the Gospel shall be | proclaimed | ceded by rapid stages. It was not stated that any huinan religious a ee : “" | and tendency of Romanism, and especially its influence 
prop Renunciation of Popery. The | kn wee beanch of the lives had been lost, but the loss in buildings and live stock | . ‘‘ The first, second, and third of November, I delivered | OUF Own political and domestic institutions, will be 
publish in this city. We doubt not that it will | must be great. three discourses a day; one in the country and the | ound a valuable the work. 
- * fulfil all that i tend i the Pr aoe“ neve,” of the 12th January, states that a Ro- of Christ, agree to adopt the following resolu-| 7... and loss of life.—A distressing occurrence took | ter two ,in the city of Malaucene ; the last was devoted Haktrorp, Jauuary, 1 \ 
ali that is prom 40 ospectus. tions— ince in in- | examination of the errors which have crept into 
s . . man Catholic village in the department of Vau- ” placey nty, Pa. on the evening of the Ist in ; P 
mM recommendations given are such as to render en- S , Ist. Resolved, that we hereby recognise our ob-| stant. ‘The dwelling house of Mr. John Kineard, an aged the Church of Christ through the perfiuy of Rome. Our 2 CONDITIONS. ~ 
se jum from us superfluous. _ |eluse has lately embraced the Protestant faith. ligations to act in obedience to the said command | and respectable citizen of Hopewell tow iship, was con- mene became more and more numerously attended; | The work is comprised in two large octavo volumes, 
a caiinbian The inhabitants have applied to the consistory of | by acknowledging ourselves a Foreign Missionary | 8\""e"' by fire, aad Mr. R. himself perished in the flames. ee ust Gay we had from twenty to thirty persons ; the | printed with a new type, ou good and durable paper, and 
. : pp Societ He had made his escape from the building, and afier- a by 3 we counted more than two hundred, who all | contains over 1500 pages. 
Perthes, a well known bookseller in Hamburg, | Orange, to be taken under their care. J- tee . | wards entered it again for the purpose of rescuing some | "©", with the decpest attention, the good news of salva-| Each volume is embeliished with an elegant frontis- 
c= glittehtad Bistorics of the European States 2d. Resolved, that we will, under favour of Di-| articles of value, when it is supposed he was suffocated | mi the Lord bless the sced which has been cast | piece ; the first consists of a group of seven portraits of the 
" P a . ap tcc , vine Providence, raise funds sufficient for the | by the flames, or crushed by the falling floor. ‘The other — places, where never, perhaps, pure christianity, Oinckee Reformers, viz, HUSS, CALVIN. WICKLIFF, 
prepared. by several German writers of distine-| | V The follow- |Support of a Missionary in the Foreign Field, | inmates of the house escaped without injury. as beeu able to penetrate; I say never, because the city | JEROME of Prague, LUTHER, KNOX, and WES- 
The follow’ h Hints To Missionary Voyvacers.— lhe follow- the t this ’ The Easton, (Md.) Gazett of Malaucene, appertaining to the district of Avignon, was | LEY. 
tion. toliowing have already appeared, In ing adyice, from a missionary to the Sandwich | current year, beginning as this “me. “The ( Bail Es ms Savs— | the residence of the Popes from Clement V. to Gregory | The second represents the execution of Protestants at 
whole or in part. History of Italy, by Professor 3d. Resolved, that the Elders of the church be 4 own, | IX. and has always been, as it still is, under the dominion | the Auto da Fe, by order of the Inquisition. Both engrav- 
Islanders, deserves a conspicuous insertion. We!, committee to take charge of the funds which wae y bly ursday | of priests. Cousequently, in the streets and public pla- | ed on steel in a superior style. 
Ieeo Halle. History of Saxony, by Professor have therefore extracted it from among the other | may be raised for this object, subject to the direc- Tefleres sa “or ites sean ly mg d ae eae a _ | ces, one perceives almost nothing but chapels or niches | The work is well bound, in gilt binding, in a neat 1 
5 BDottiger of Erlangen. History of Prussia, by | tion of this Societ betek f S| dedicated to saints, and no part to the true God. We | and workmanlike manner, and delivered to subscribers at 
| details of the letter which contains It. Th y er ricKs om the | inay say with St. Paul of these places, that men profess- | Five Dollars, payable on delivery. 
Professor Stentzel of Breslau. History of Spain, € reso ution of this chure to raise ; unas Bd : eapanen fe in “- . epee apa Sapien ing themselves wise, * * * have changed the glory of the Subscribers are not to be considered in any respect 
by Dr. Lembke of Gottingen. History of the Preparation for the Voyage. sufficient for the support of one missionary in the reap! ng anc’ plastering as it wen!, | incorruptible God, into an image made like corruptible | obliged to receive the beok, unless it proves in eve 
y ge ry Geld. in wot claimed to be the Grat-of the kind its the corner | man.” But the Lord has already caused the Sun from on 
Netherlands, by Professor Pan Kampen, of Am- 1. Be sure to go to the place of embarkation in ’ _of one of them, melted part of the scabbard of a sword in 


particular equal to the description as above specified. 
t adopted by a single church, for we are happy to | another, ignited o silken bonnet, sud Gually paseed inte high to rise on these countries, which soon will dissipate Subscriptions fer the above work will be received for the 
sterdam. History of Sweden, by Professor Geijer | season, So as to superintend the packing of your know that it has been virtually resolved on, and __ the maa here through a pane of glass. we are happy by hay? benificent rays the thick darkness which reigns = A = Sela Pesca ae — hd George, Latimer 
of Upsal. ‘The whole series is edited by Heeren, | °W" goods. See that they are put into strong boxes; | really carried into effect, by many ;—but we con- | ‘© say that no further injury was sustained, though the | This letter, says the editor of the Archives, is the | work ma ‘be exeined, fn ee aug 
| ,’| for they may be subjected to rough handling on | electric fluid played fitfully around the heads of two child- | pes y 
a Professor at Gottingen and a well known wri- : . sider it an example worthy of being followed in sen, ac they tay dedetnd near tn ciaiae aee # est reply that can be given to them who say, that for Perseus in the city, or at a distance, wishing to avail 
ship-board. Many of ours were breken. this city, at least, and by hristians in other sec- rea walls some time too many Bibles have beeu circulated in | themselves of these valuable essays, embodying a vast 
ter on historical subjects. 2. Besides your more substantial provisions, tions of the Presb yterian Church, where this eath of Mr. Vanderburgh.—Lettets were received in | France. e 3 
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ON THE PRESENT, CRIQS IN THE PRESBYTERIAN 
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in the church demands new rts; and every 
new effort gives rise to new dangers. When we 


commence the prosecution of any important en- 
ay ary: if the character of that enter- 


at 


e in any considerable degree of no- 
> it is apt 80 to fill our minds, as too much to 
exclude from:our view other objects, and to pre- 

vent.our; seeing the Various perils which attend 
ont. course... The tendency of human nature is 
ever to extremes. And it is only when we see 
evils which we had not anticipated beginning to 
arise, that we are constrained to pause, and doubt 
whether we have been altogether judicious in our 
proceedings. 
' Anumber of years ago, somé of the most intelli- 
gentand gealous friends of our church began to be 
alarmed at the scantiness of our supply of el la- 
bourefs, compared with the extent of the demand, 
both for the domestic and foreign field. The harvest 
was seen to be great, and idl extending; while 

‘the labourers were few,’ “| by no means in- 
cfteasing in a corresponding ratio. It was dis- 
tinctly forseen, that, withou¥’some. extraordinary 
efforts, a deplorable scarcity of living teachers must 
be the. consequence ;. and that the progress, and 
eyen unimpatred continuance of Gospel ordinan- 
ces- must be seriously endangered. In these cir- 
cumstances, the General Assembly commenced a 
system of measures intended to meet this pressing 
exigency. It called upon the Presbyteries to se- 
lect and educate pious young men for the work of 
the ministry; entreated them to raise funds for 

is purpose; and made it their duty to report to 

. the: Assembly from year to year, what they had 
done in this important concern. And this object 
has been steadily pursued by the Assembly, with 
various degrees of zeal and success, from that 
time. tothe present; until the enterprise has 
reached:an extent and prosperity truly interesting. 

Even'yet, indeed, it continues to be a problem of 
painfully. difficult solution, where we are to find 
ministers to meet the hourly increasing calls for 
evangelical labour from ctr part of our own coun- 
try, and the heathen world. We are so far, as 
yet, from having any prospect of an over sup- 
ply, that if our candidates for the ministry were 
multiplied five, or even tenfold beyond the pre- 

t state of annual increase, we should not have 
more than the exigencies of our church, and of 
the missiohaty service most urgently demand. 

Even in these circumstances, however, we may 

*be by fartoo much in haste to make ministers. 

And it is to this point, my Christian brethren, 
that I now earnestly desire to direct your serious 
attention. There is, undoubtedly, prevalent a 
great. mistake in relation to this matter. It seems 
to be the opinion of many that almost any young 
man who appears to be pious, will do for a min- 
ister whatever may be the character of his mind. 
Now, it is true, we urgently need many more 
ministers, than we possess or have any prospect 
of gaining, to go forth and feed the destitute 
and. perishing millions in every part of our 
revolted world. But we still more urgently need 
ministers of an elevated and scriptural character. 
There ig a great want of Gospel labourers ; but 
there is a still greater want of well qual: fied |abour- 
ers, in whom piety, wisdom, prudence, zeal and 
learning are conspicuously united. One sucu 
MAN will really be likely to do more good—far 
more good—than fifty unqualified men, or men 
not furnished in some measure, by nature, by 
grace, and by study, as public teachers and 
guides ought to be furnished. Of course, if 
we could add ten thousand men to the list of 
our_ministers ; yet if four-fifths of them were men 
of small and dubious piety; or if they were ig- 
norant, weak, rash, imprudent men, however 

- pious ;—would the church be really benefited by 
such an addition? No truly: the obtaining them, 
would rather be the infliction of a curse than the 
bestowment of a blessing. In the days of Paul, 
the scareity of ministers, and the urgent demand 
for:them, were fat more pressing than in our day, 
yet, even then, the inspired apostle was very par- 
ticular in prescribing qualifications, without which 
he decided that no one ought to be admitted to 
the sacred office. 

But if there was danger, even in that age of 
persecution and trial, that men without suitable 

qualifications would offer themselves as candi- 

ates for the holy ministry, how much greater is 
the same danger now, when religion is to a great 
extent popular; when the ministry is regarded as 
a highly respectable office ; and when the temp- 
tation is really strong to an enlightened and inge- 
nuous youth, to escape from the various forms of 
secular and servile employment, and engage in 
oné at once so elevated, so useful, and so truly 
honoured by the best part of society! Yet this 

t has never appeared to me to be adequate- 

ly appreciated by those,—or at least by some of 
those who are engaged in the arduous and respon- 
sible task of selecting and training candidates for 
the service of the church. 

It is well known that (so soul-destroying are 
the fascinations of wealth and luxury,) compara- 
tively few of the children of the affluent and ho- 
nourable in society are pious; and that fewer 
still of this class are disposed to seek the self- 
denying and laborious office of the ministry. A 
large portion of those who are willing to engage 
as _ for life, in the Lord’s harvest, are 
in humble circumstances, and need the parental 
aid of the church to sustain them in their course 
of preparation ; and, of course, are so situated as 
to. be peculiarly exposed to the temptation of 
seeking the ministry from motives of a mixed 
character, partaking in some degree of secular 
ambition. There was a time, indeed, when the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States had 
little to tempt any aspiring youth to seek a place 
among her pastors. But it surely cannot be de- 
nied that mow there is much in our: body which is 
well adapted to excite the ambition of one who 
is presented with an offer of being raised from a 
servile or mechanical employment to a place in 
our ministry. This circumstance, indeed, ought 
by no means to prevent the offer from being 
made, on all proper occasions ; but it certainly 
ought to render those who make it exceedingly 
cautious and vigilant that they present it to none 
but such as they have good reason to believe will 
be likely really to adorn the office to which they 
are invited. 

We know that, even in the established churches 
of Europe, where both the circumstances and the 
habits of the people render family distinction 
both prominent and important—many of the most 
distinguished prelates, and other clergymen of 
the highest reputation, have been of very humble 
origin; and this was so far from discrediting them 
with the wise and good, that the circumstance 
was rather considered as an honourable distinc- 
‘tion, evineing, on their part, a force of character, 
and a degree of diligence and enterprise, worthy 
of the highest estimation. The same has oc- 
curred in our own charch, both in former and 
later times. It is delightful to the Christian’s 
-heart to recollect how many bright ornaments of 
the sacred office in our communion were taken 
from the humbler walks of life, and aided by the 
bounty of their friends, or of the church, in pur- 
suing their studies. It was a happy day for the 
church, and for themselves, en they were 
drewn from obscurity, and put into that course of 
training which issued so well both for their com- 
fort and usefulness. 

At the present time; when the number of can- 
didates taken up by Edocation Societies is eve 
day becoming larger; and when the inconsiderate 
partiality of some sanguine pastors leads them to 


with on every young 


circumstances, he who does not wieh the church 


+, 


to an Education Society, or to private patronage, ' 
who does not promise to be an ornament 
and a blessing in the house of God. In particu- 
lar, I feel constrained to urge the most serious re- 


| gard to the following considerations. 


1. That none be. recommended, or even coun- 
tenanced, in going forward to prepare for the 
sacred office, who does not give decisive evidence 
of SINCERE AND HUMBLE PiETY. I do not merely 
mean that he should give that amount of evidence 
of what we are wont to call “hopeful piety,” 
which we require of all who are admitted to the 
conimunion of the: visible church. My meaning 

much beyond this. The oem of a candi- 

ate for the ministry ought to be deep, unques- 
tionable, and strongly marked. We expect min- 
isters of the Gospel to be not only pious, but 
eminently pious :—to go bfore their people in this 
as well as every other department of Christian 
character. Every unconverted minister will pro- 
bably prove a curse rather than.a blessing to the 
church. Every minister of feeble, wavering and 
dubious piety, even thou 
will be likely to be of little use, and to have ittle 
comfort inthis work. And when large numbers 
of unsanctified men are introduced into the sacred 
office in any church, her true glory will have de- 
parted. Doctrinal error will soon insidiously 
creep in. The benefit even of the portion of truth 
which they preach will in most cases be coun- 
teracted by pride, ambition, unsanctified specula- 
tion, heresy, or unsavoury deportment; and the 
best interests of the “‘ commonwealth of Israel” 
will perish in their hands. Whatever else, then, 
is overlooked, or slightly regarded, in selecting 
and training candidates for the sacred office, per- 
sonal piety—piety deep, undoubted, and exem- 
plary—is the first, most important, and most radi- 
cal of all qualifications. there be any serious 
doubt, as to this point, no young man, however 
otherwise promising, ought ever to be encour- 
aged, for one moment, in seeking the sacred 
office. Especially ought nothing of this kind to 
be whispered to him until the~reality of his can- 
version has borne the test of a number of months. 


| I have now in my recollection cases in which a 


contrary policy was pursued, and in which the 
results — painful and melancholy in a high de- 
ee. ut, 
"3. After the best endeavours to ascertain the 
reality of this first and greatest qualification, no 
consideration should induce any one to be satis- 
fied with mere piety, however decisive and 
fervent. The possession of GooD NATURAL TA- 
Lents should also be deemed equally indispen- 
sable. The truth is, a man of a weak, childish 
mind, though he were as pious as Gabriel, can 
never make a respectable or truly useful minis- 
ter, and ought never to be invested with the 
sacred office at all. With respect to a large por- 
tion of the duties pertaining to that office, he is 
utterly unqualified to perform them ; and he will 
be in constant danger of rendering both himself 
and his office contemptible. Here again my re- 
collection, for the last thirty years, furnishes me 
with no inconsiderable list of cases truly instruc- 
tive and admonitory in theit character. Cases in 
which, at the instance of partial friends, who 
seemed to think that apparent piety was the only 
thing to be regarded,—large expenditures were 
incurred in training up young men for the sacred 
desk, who, after reaching it, gave but too much 
evidence that, if they had been pious, exemplary 
mechanics, or merchanis, they would have served 
the cause of Christ far more effectually than as 
public teachers; and who have continued, for 
many years, through entire incompetence, to be 
a hinderance rather than helpers of the great cause 
which they appeared really to love. It might 
seem almost an insult to common sense to say a 
word by way of enforcing this point, did we not 
frequently see enlightened individuals, and pub- 
lic bodies acting as if they still doubted of its 
truth ! 

3. Prupence is another quality which ought 
ever to be deemed indispensable in those who are 
selected and encouraged to go forward as candi- 
dates for the holy ministry. A youth may pos- 
sess unfeigned piety, and talents far above medi- 
ocrity, and yet be so strikingly deficient in dig- 
nity, in common sense, in regard to the decencies 
and proprieties of life, in one word, in practical 
wisdom, as to be totally unfit for the work of the 
ministry. It is not enough, therefore, in bring- 
ing forward candidates for the holy office, in such 
a day as this, to ascertain that they give satisfac- 
tory evidence of genie piety, and vigorous ta- 
lents. If they be characteristically rash, impru- 
dent, censorious, strikingly vain, or ridiculously 
eccentric, my judgment would be decisive against 
encouraging them to think of the Gospel minis- 
try. I should consider a manifest, striking de- 
fect in these particulars, as a barrier in the way 
quite as insurmountable as the want of piety :— 
and if I mistake not, the New Testament will 
fully bear me out in this decision. 

4. It is manifest that none ought to be selected 
and trained by the church, unless they appear to 
be SINCERE FRIENDS TO HER DOCTRINE AND ORDER. 
I am aware that young men recently brought into 
the visible church, and seeking an education with 
a view to the Gospel ministry, cannot be sup- 
posed to have studied either systematic pate. A 
or church government; and therefore, I. would 
never cal] upon them, previously to engaging in 
professional study, to subscribe a creed, or to 

ive any pledge of future conformity to our pub- 
ic formularies. These subjects it wil] be their 
duty afterwards impartially to examine. Of 
course, to call upon them to commit themselves 

rior to an examination would be preposterous in 
itself, and might be a snare to conscience, when 
they shall have honestly and impartially exam- 
ined, if they cannot agree with our ecclesiastical 
standards, i should be the last to criminate or 
reproach them. ‘The moment they have thus de- 
cided, let them quietly and honourably withdraw. 
But it sometimes happens that a young man, who 
has been selected as a candidate for the ministry, 
even before he begins his academical course, and 
not unfrequently at the ontset of his theological 
studies, is heard to ridicule the doctrines of our 
Confession of Faith, and to speak with disre- 
spect, if not with contempt, of our Form of Go- 
vernment. Such young men, surely, ought never 
to be taken up as candidates for the ministry by 
any of our Presbyteries; and especially ought 
never to be sustained by funds derived from the 
Presbyterian Church. It cannot be said of them 
that they have not yet made up their minds on 
these subjects; for, unless they are rash and ak 
sumptuous to a most criminal d » they 
made them up, or they.surely could not denounce 
and ridicule the doctrines and order of that 
church which is daily sustaining them, and 
among whose teachers and rulers they are pre- 
paring to take their station! No one abhors 
more than I do an inquisitorial interference with 
the rights of private judgment in ingenuous 
youth. It is only when any publicly proclaim 
themselves as recreant from the faith and order 
of the mother who is nurturing them for her own 
service, that I would take them at their word, 
and allow them to find other patrons. It ar- 
gues, indeed, great coarseness and torpor of the 
moral sense in such youth, when they are willing 
to stand in this relation to a church to which they 
are not Cordial friend¢; but it argues no less in- 
fatuation fm the church herself to expend her 
means in the support of enemies, not even in 
wre When she consents to do this, she is 
unfaithful to her trust, and is, no doubt, sowing 
the seeds of internal mischief of the most dis- 
treasing anid. dangerous character. | 

If these things be so, who does not see that, in 
the present age of educational enterprise for the 


ry | church; when hundreds of youth are in training 


for the sacred work, and handreds more are eager- 
ly sought and preyed for, to carry on the Lord’s 
harvest ; when Pregbyteries and Committees, in 
every part of our ecclesiastical bounds, are busy 
in the work of selecting and bringing forward 
y men to “bear the vessels of the Lard ;""— 
who not see that the considerations of which 
T have been speaking—always highly important, 


learned and eloquent, | 


with sacréd care; unless we take counsel of our 
fears, as well as of -our sanguine hopes; unless 
we learn the unwelcome art of repressing the for- 
ward, and rejecting the unworthy—as well as the 
more pleasing task of encouraging the modest and 
timid; we shall, in the midst of all our honest 
zeal for the cause of Christ, be in danger of filling 
the church. with drones and pests, with cleri 
ignorance, imbecility, heresy and carnal ambition, 
while we fondly dream that we are preparing faith- | 
ful labourers for her service. 

Be not in haste, then, my Christian brethren, 
when precious revivals of religion have hopefully 
brought a number of amiable young men into the 
Redeemer’s kingdom ;—be not in haste to hold up. 
to the mass of them without distinction, the offer 
and the prospect of being ministers, Wait pa- 
tiently. Discriminatecarefully. Remember that 
the object in view is not to gratify personal feel- 
ings, or to soothe parental partialities; but to 
search out, and bring forward for the service of 
the church, not the greatest ible number, but 
the most select and excellent choice of the sanctified 
youth of each flock. 

But momentous as is the task of selecting can- 
didates for the holy ministry, no less momentous 
is the trust of ORDERING THEIR PREPARATORY STU- 
pigs, and presiding over their whole professional 
training. And in reference to the latter point as 
well as the former, the present state of ourchurch 
‘appears tome to call for the most profound and 
solemn consideration. 

It cannot be disguised, and ought to be known 
to all who wish well to the Presbyterian church, 
that only a very small part of our candidates for 
the ministry can be prevailed upon to go through 
a regular or adequate course of study preparatory 
to the sacred office. This is an evil of deep and 
painful import. In spite of every remonstrance 
that has been urged against it, both by judicato- 
ries and individuals, it does not appear in the 
least degree to diminish. And if it should go on 
to prevail, it is not possible to measure the mis- 
chief which wil] be likely to arise from it to the 
church of God. ? 

When Theological Seminaries were erected at 
great expense, for the benefit of those who wish- 
ed to pursue a course of study for the holy minis- 


— assemblies, for a short time; may even 
church adorned with able, faithful, and well fur- | become instrumental in producing considerable 
nished pastors. awakenings; and be, for a few weeks or months, 
I am well aware that insidting on this point, | borne on the shoulders of the populace. But 
will be regarded by some as an effort of ‘‘ old | will this last fora single year? Can it be imag- 
school” prejudice and formality; and that, while | ined that such persons are qualified to be stated 
learning .in a few will be admitted to be impor-| pastors? Can they be expected to instruct, to 
tant, the plan of conducting the great mass of our | unite, and to build up the people, as well as to 
candidates for the ministry to the pulpit by a/| rouse and collect them? Is it possible that they 
very summary course, is supposed by many to be should bring forth, from Sabbath to Sabbath, what 
expedient, and indeed required, in the present |i8 necessary to meet the necessities of the vari- 
state of the church and the world. 1 answer, |0us classes of their hearers; to convince the 
however urgent may be the demand for minis- , re gg to enlighten the anxious and the 
ters, it is infatuation to take this method of meet- | doubting, wisely and seasonably to give each one 
ing it. It were just ‘as rational, when a direful | his portion, and to feed and edify the people of 
pestilence was raging, to send out among the|God? None but those who shut their eyes 
peng under the name and guise of physicians, | against all reason and all experience can expect 
arge bodies of rash and igno:ant young men, who | such a result. Ecclesiastical partizans may 
would be likely to kill ten times as many as they | fondly imagine that they are promoting the Re- 
cured, deemer’s kingdom by multiplying minis- 
Do you ask me, my Christian friends, what | ters almost at any rate, But it is just as certain 
remedy can be applied to this evil? I answer,|that, if they act upon this principle, they are. 
there seems to be no hppe from the ordinary ap-| making work for bitter repentance, as it is that 
plication of ecclesiastical authority. The high- the relation between cause and effect is indisso- 
est judicatory. of our church has remonstrated and | luble. : yA 
recommended in vain. ‘The wisdom and firmness| |The community stands in no need of any addi- 
of a few Presbyteries will avail nothing, while | tion to the numbers of ignorant, superficial, in- 
others stand ready to license and ordain those|Ccompetent ministers of the Gospel. They are 
wuom their neighbours would refuse. The wisest | multiplied quite fast enough by other denomina- 
and best men in our church have entreated and|tions. Our system, in its essential structure, 
mourned; but still the evil has continued to pre-| calls for a ministry in whom fervent piety, and 
vail. Pusiic sENTIMENT, in relation to this | ample intellectual, literary and theological furni- 
matter, must be reformed, or the case is hopeless. | ture are united. But, besides the character of 
‘The churches can apply the most effectual reme- | Our System, the period in which we live demands 
dy, by frowning on such a course, and refusing to | Such a ministry, more imperatively than any pre- 
countenance those who thus set at defiance all|ceding period. Tho state of society calls more 
Scripture and all experience. It is as much the | loudly every day, for mature scholars, able di- 
interest as it is the dufy of every church to do| vines, and powerful writers. Such men have it 
this. Were the churches faithfully to act thus,|in their power to do far more good than any 
we should not so often witness the melancholy | Others. And when our ecclesiastical judicato- 
spectacle ef young men who were highly ac-| Ties, or our individual churches forget or disre- 
ceptable and popular when they first settled in a | gard this fact, they are undoubtedly trifling with 
pastoral charge, and who continued so fora few | the best interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
weeks, declining in acceptance almost immedi- The following summary, then, of the suggestions 
ately; and before they had well passed what may | Contained in this letter, I could wish to see in- 
be called the ‘* honey-moon” of the pastoral mar- | Scribed on the walls of every Theological Semi- 
riage, sinking in public estimation, and, after a nary and of every church ;—on every place of 
speedy dismission, hanging in the market, like | meeting of all our ecclesiastical judieatories ;— 


peaineed meat, without attraction, and without an | 20d on the heart of every professig Presbyterian. 


try, it was taken for granted that they would ge- 
nerally and ops | avail themselves of the 


ffer. If the churches did but understand their|. 1- Do not imagine that every pious young man 
true interest in this thing, they would as careful-| is called to be a minister. Many to whom God 


advantages thus afforded; and that the church ‘ly guard against the choice of novices and scio- | as given his grace, can serve him better out of 


would soon be furnished with a generation of min- | lists to be their teachers, as they would avoi 
isters who should manifest the superior training | young men suspected of unsound opinions. For, 
under which they had been placed. It is deeply truly, if a young | 
to be lamented that this expectation has not been tied and superficial course of study, what secu- 
more happily realized. Butso it is:—and unless rity can any church have that he will not com- 
public sentiment, the most potent of al] earthly pletely ‘run out,”’ 
rulers—should be made, by the divine blessing, , ance, in less than six months; or become, 
to effect the conquest of an evil which has set at 3 diately, 
defiance every other influence, we must sit down, neighbour, of more a1 
for aught I can see, under the humiliating im-, himself? One thing is 


pression that the church has provided these facil 


i- : has himself learned but little can teach but little; 


d | the ministry than in it. 

2. Let those only among our converted youth 
be prompted and encouraged to seek the holy 
ministry, who, in addition to undoubted piety, 
have good talents, prudence, and those physical 
capabilities which qualify them in some good de- 
imme- | gree to be public instructers. ! 
some| 3- Let no young man be, on any account, taken 
art and less honesty than |up by any Presbytery, or Education Society in 

certain, that a man who | connexion with the Presbyterian Church, who 
has made up, and publicly expresses an opinion 


has passed through only a hur- 


as to resources and accept- 


a mere puppet, to be moved by 


ties, so far as respects a majority of her sons, in| and that one of the most deplorable sources of hostile to our public formularies. 


a great measure in vain. ; 
‘he reasons of this unhappy fact among our 
candidates are various. Some plead for such an 


disappointment in a stated ministry, is the mis- 
direction and inadequacy of preparatory study. 
The time prescribed for a ‘full course,” 


4. Let every candidate for the ministry, to 
whom it is practicable, be persuaded to go 
in|throngh a complete course of academical, and 


abridgment of their studies as they know to be in- ; most of our Theological Seminaries, is three | collegia! study, preparatory to the study of theo- 


jurious, on account of the want of pecuniary sup-' years. This period is not, indeed, long enough, 


logy. Upon the character of this literary and 


zort for a more extended course. In other words especially where the candidate is quite youthful, | Scientific foundation, more of the solidity and 
they think it right tg enter on the duties of the say below twenty-one years of age. But itis pro- | Success of his after course depends, than he can 


sacred office, but half qualified for their discharge, 


because the Providence of God has interposed an ; be prevailed upon to sanction. 
obstacle in their way, which a little patience and many things, in relation to this matter, to be re- 
perseverance, or a Jittle humility in accepting aid, | gretted, one is, that even of those who profess to. 


‘bably quite as long as the present generation can| ow possibly conceive. He who slights this 


But, among the | part of his course cheats himself, and cheats the 
Church of God. 


5. Let no youth who has devoted himself to 


would enable them to surmount. And thus, in- ; continue their studies regularly through this pe-|the ministry, diminish aught from a full and 
stead of struggling with some real difficulties, ' riod, by unwisely soliciting and obtaining license | regular course of three years’ theological study. 
perhaps for 2 couple of years longer, they make , at the end of the second year, their third and last Let the infatuated habit of lopping off a portion, 
the ignoble choice of saddling themselves on the | year is in a great measure destroyed as a season| and sometimes a large portion of this time be 


church @s incompetent drivellers through their of regular study. 


whole lives! Others 
for minisiers;—the wants of the heathen world; 
the great scarcity of gospel laborers in the do- 
mestic field ;—and the perishing necessities of une- 


vangelized millions; not recollecting as before | 


suggested, that, even in the days of the Apostle 
Paul, when the scarcity of ministers, on the one 
hand, and the darkness and misery of the. world, 
on the other, were far greater than at present, the 
sending forth of *‘ novices” as ministers was so- 
lemnly interdicted ;—and forgetting. too, that the 
usefulness of the Gospel labourers, in every de- 
partment of service, depends much more on their 

er than on their numbers. A third class 
are hurried on prematurely to the pulpit by the 
importunity of relatives and friends, who cannot 
be made to see the importance of more pro- 
tracted study; and who feel a sort of childish 
ambition to see their youthful friends engaging 


of whom they have read. And not only have 
youthful candidates, in all the fond inexperience 
of their juvenile feelings, yielded to this silly 
importunity; but venerable ministers have not 
been ashamed to countenance it, and to pre 
vail on Presbyteries to become parties in the in- 
fatuation. Others again, when they had but lit- 
tle more than half completed their proper course 
of study, have been prevailed upon by missionary 
associations, immediately to break off, and repair, 
with all the meagerness of their furniture to the 
domestic or fereign field of labour ;—forgetting 


that every day’s deduction from the amount of re- | 
adequate study, will probably lead to. 


gular an | 
a corresponding deduction from the amount of 
their usefulness even among the heathen, as lon 


fixing their attention too woman 
point, really injure the cause whic 


plead as an apology for to gratify the impatience of friends, who are often 
shortening their course of study, the urgent call over-anxious to see and hear in the pulpit those 


' 


This step is taken sometimes | frowned upon, prohibited, and as far as possible, 
banished from the church. oars 

6. Let there be one combined and determined 
candidates in whom they take a peculiar interest: | resolution, on the part of all our judicatories, and 
—and sometimes it is resorted to as a means of| all our members, to put down the system of pre- 
ekeing out a scanty support. In either case, the | Mature licensures and ordinations. They are 
effect seldom fails to be unhappy. If an indivi- | Working so much harm to the church that they 
dual, in these circumstances, be tolerably accep-| Ought no longer to be sustained. If young men 
table as as a preacher, he will be so much solicit-| cannot be prevailed upon in this matter by con- 
ed to preach, and the interruptions thence arising | Siderations addressed to their understandings and 
will be so numerous, as to render all regular ap-| their hearts, let the judicatories of the church 

lication to study thereafter next to impossible. | Save them from their own infatuation by authority ; 
aie scarcely ever known an instance of a can- | and if this cannot be exercised, let the individual 
didate who was licensed to preach at the beginning | churches manifest to such young men their dis- 
of the third year of his course, who did not find, | approbation, by withholding their countenance, 
whatever might have been his hopes and promis- | and resolving that they will not have “babes to 
es beforehand, that the death warrant of the stu-| teach and rule over them.” 
dies of that year was irrevocably sealed. 


SamvueL 
In a word, it may be laid down as a fixed prin- 


Princeton, April, 1833. 


moment we give up our ancient practice of regu- 
as early in their public work as some others | 


ciple of ecclesiastical duty and policy, that the 


lar and thorough training for the sacred office ;— GHOSTS. 

the moment we adopt the habit of introducing to| Sir David Brewster’s whole theory of spectral 
our pulpits, and clothing with the sacred office, illusions may be expressed thus shortly. In the 
unqualified, superficial, empty men,—however | healthy condition of the mind and body, when 
fervent ; it will be a miserable omen of our future | the imagination is well regulated and the organs 
prospects asachurch. ‘he inconsiderate and the | of sense are the faithful interpreters of the exter- 
narrow minded may rejoice at such a prospect, as | nal world, the ideas of memory and of imagina- 
if it were a return to the simplicity of primitive | tion are feeble, compared with those of sensation. 
times; but the truly enlightened and wise will |In reference to visible objects, both classes of 
mourn over it, as a departure from the principles | impressions are painted on the retina, though 


on asingle ly well known that both these denominations of 
they desire | Christians have felt the importance, for a number | the, memory to intrude bright representations of 


of common sense, and practical wisdom, which | with very different degrees of force. When in 
all Scripture and all experience concur in pro-| the midst of society, or surrounded with the beau- 
nouncing injurious, and inevitably fatal, in the| ties of the natural world, we summon up the 
end, to the best interests of Zion. It is well known | scenes of former years, we become for a moment 
that our Methodist and Baptist brethren were for | insensible to external objects. ‘The mental pic- 
a considerable time, to a great extent regardless | ture, as transient as it is feeble, soon disappears, 


g of human learning, if not unfriendly to it, in thei#| and the mind is again under the dominion of sur- 
as they live; and that if missionary boards, by candidates for the holy ministry. 


ut it is equal- | rounding impressions. 
The affairs of life could not be carried on were 


to serve, this is no reason why youthful candi- | of years past, of directing increased attention to| the past into the domestic scene, or scatter them 
dates for the sacred office, who ought to calculate, |‘ this subject; and of providing colleges and Theo- | over the external landscape; and our powers of 
in the fear of God, not for the present moment | logical Seminaries for their regular training. And | reason and of judgment could not be exercised if 


only, but for life, should become willing partners 
in the injury. And, finally, some allow an indis- 


| 


it will also be remembered, as already hinted | the dazzling phantasms of the imagination were 
more than once, in the course of these letters—j|to be mixed up with the sober realities of our 


creet matrimonial engagement to embarass their | that the ‘‘ new-side” brethren, in the old dispute | existence. The two opposite impressions, in- 


whole course; to interpose an obstacle of the 


which long ago agitated and divided our church, | deed, could not be contemporaneous: the same 


most intractable kind in the way of continued stu- | when calm reflection succeeded to the strong im-| nervous filament which is conveying the forms 
dy ; and even to make an assumption of the pasto- ' pulse of passion under which they had acted,—be- of memory from the sensorium to the retina, 
ral office, before their studies are half finished, came sensible that they had not paid due regard | could not, at the same time, be carrying back the 


almost indispensable. 


to preparatory study for the ministry; that they | impressions of external objects of the retina 


From one or another of these causes, our candi- had hastily licensed and ordained men, who were | to the brain. The mind cannot perform two dif- 


dates for the ministry, in al] our Theological 


Seminaries, as well as those engaged in more pri- 


vate study, are daily breaking off their studies in 
the midst, before they have become well versed 


in any department of* those studies, and before | 


they have so much as entered on some important 
departments. ‘The consequence is, that they go 
forth mere sciolists in Biblical and Theological 
knowledge; in a arent measure unprepared to de- 
fend any one article of faith or order against the 
attacks of a subtle adversary; destitute of those 
resources which will enable them, from. year to 
year, to “feed the people with knowledge and 
with understanding ;”’ altogether unqualified to 
be the guides and counsellors of the church in 
cases of delicacy, and seasons of trial; wholly 
unprepared to be a powerful auxiliary to the 
cause of religion through the medium of the 
press: prone to be “carried about with every 
wind of doctrine,”’ and liable to become the dupes 
of every plausible projector of novel opinions, 
and schemes for doing good, that may obtrude 
himself on a community. What must the con- 
sequence be to the church, when a considerable 
portion of those who are to be her teacher’s and 
ides forth to their work thus unqualified? 
s it possible that they should be ‘* workmen that 
need not be ashamed,” ‘rightly to di- 
vide the word of truth?”? Can we imagine that 
such * babes” in Christ, and in scriptural know- 
ledge, however warm their hearts, will be able 
to “go in and out” before a Christian people 
with wisdom, dignity and usefulness; to explain 
the doctrines. of grace; to defend them against 
ingenious adversaries ; to meet the learned cavil- 
ler; to counsel anxious inquirers, in all the vari- 
ety and mazes of their difficulties ; and to adminis- 
ter safe and seasonable consolation to the per- 
well expect * to er pes orns, or 
of thistles,”” Novit be. And if the evil 
of which I speak continues to prevail, our minis- 


se 


not qualified for the sacred office; and were at| ferent functions at the same instant, and its oc- 
great pains and expense for establishing a wiser | Cupation with one ef two classes of impressions 
and better plan. Indeed it may safely be assert- | necessarily F gpg: the extinction of the other ; 
ed that no denomination or party, ever allowed | but so iapid is the exercise of mental power, 
themselves to license, or to send forth invested | that the alternate appearance and disappearance 
with the office of teaching and ruling in the | of the two contending perceptions is no more re- 
church, raw, half trained ignorant, and se) f-suffi- | cognised than the successive observations of ex- 
cient men, however zealous they might be, with-| ternal objects during the twinkling of the eye. 
out eventual mortification and disappointment; | But though in ordinary minds the relative inten- 
without ultimately finding that they had done | sities of these two opposite influences on the reti- 
more harm than good to the cause of Christ, and | na are nicely adjusted to the purposes of life, yet 
had degraded themselves in the eyes of all en-| there are various causes which disturb that ad- 
lightened observers. justment, and give a predominance even to the 
Nothing is further from my view, my Chris-| weaker power. In a mind inured to abstract 
tian brethren, than to plead for raising up as| thought, and accustomed to the exercise of the 
Gospel ministers a set of learned, heartless | imagination, the mental pictures become extreme- 
drones, who will study more to shine as scholars | ly vivid, and external influences sometimes cease 
than to **win souls to Jesus Christ.””» The men|to make any impression. In darkness and soli- 
whom I wish and pray may be trained for the | tude, when the external world is almost closed to 
service of the church, are men of devoted and | the senses, the workings, even of ordinary minds, 
fervent piety; enlightened and warm friends to | are depicted in more vivid hues ; and in the state 
revivals of religion; men qualified and disposed between waking and sleeping the slumbering 
to take an active part in forwarding all the laud-| senses are often roused by the glare of the pic- 
able Christian institutions of the day; and, at|tures which flash upon them from within. Like 
the same time, so well instructed and es ju-| spectral apparitions, the last impressions are 
dicious; so intimately acquainted with the Bible, | wholly involuntary, and though they may have 
with the system of grace, with the history of the | sprung from a regular series of associations, yet 
church, and with the human heart, as to be pre-| it is impossible to discover a single link in the 
pared at once with enlightened discrimination | chain. 
and zeal, to promote all that is good, and to dis-| In the case of spectral illusions the adjustment 
cern and resist every thing of a contrary tenden- jis disturbed by causes of a different kind. The 
cy, whether it appear in the form of an ‘ angel | retina is rendered more sensible to the pictures of 
of light’? or of darkness. Such is the character} the mind by a temporary derangement of the 
of the ministry indispensably, I nay say, pecu-| vital functions; and according to the amount of 
larly needed at the present day, by every church | this derangement and the time of its continuance, 
which wishes to eal and active part in the apparitions which result have every variety of 
the conversion of the world. And I fully be-| intensity and duration. Sometimes they are so} 
lieve that the day has come when no other min-/ bright that they obliterate all external impres- 
istry than such as I have described, will com-| sions. Sometimes they are pale and evanescent, 
mand. the respect of the wise and the good, or; and permit outward objects to be seen beside 
really promote the interests of “ pure. and unde- | them, and-even through them. Sometimes the 
filed religion.” It is not denied that men of appear only in fragments, which seem occasion 


try, instead .of rising ‘in intellectual and moral 
power with the state of society, and the demands 


J 


very small knowledge, and of quite as Jittle »pru- | ly tobe ing out of pietures and other bright 
they he truly pious, ardent in objects in the partment and 


3 
la rden, | are now invested witha double importance, nay, | of the age, will more and more depreciate, to the | their temperament, and impressive in their elo- | have only a brief and transient co—fleati 
‘with atenfold greater than aver before deplorable detriment of Christ’s kingdom, and to|cution, may excite, and perhaps greatly excite, and tating the, 
~ “LETTERS GO PRESBYTERIANS, + tions! we, gm recommend ho candidate either | day? Unless we examine with caution, and select| the mortification of those who desire to see the ny of the observer. Now if these — 


merely ideas of the memory and the imagination, 
rendered more brilliant by a peculiar condition of 


the body, why are these two faculties of the 
mind sometimes incapable of giving a fixed lo- 
cality, a completenese of form, and the proper co- 


‘louring to the ideas which they have conjured 


up? On Brewster’s theory the anewer is simple 
and satisfactory. All these phenomena depend 
upon the state of the nervous membrane on which 
the ideas are impressed. ‘They depend upon the 
extent and position of the excited portion, on the 
varying intensity of its exeitation, and on the sta- 
bility or change of place of the exciting eause.— 
Quar, Reviem. 


Nuss E. K. JACOBS, in tendering her sincere thanks 

to her triends, for their patrenage, would jntorm 
them, that she has, in some measure, remodelled her 
School. Part of her time she has an to teach- 
ing on the Infant School plan, for the benefit of “all? 
Children; part to giving instruction mwritiag, cyp = fingty 
sewing, marking, and lace work, , very 
comimodious rooms on the ground floor. For furt ar- 
ticulars please to call at her school rooms No. 21 Rowel 
street, where any of her friends, who wculd spend a short 
time to witness her labours with the children, wili have 
every satisfaction given them. april 10° 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARY BOOKS- 


G RANDMAMMA GILBERT; Coinmon Errors; Ho- 

liday Visit; Joha Barr; Memoir of Wm. P. Hutch- 
inson; Jane Judson; Féhx Neff, abridged for Sunday 
Schoo!s; Java Missions; Stanwood Family; Nias Koy 
Flowers of the Forest, by Mrs. Sherwood; Widow of 
Monmouth; China Mission; Hannah B. Cook; Repent- 
ance ; James Mitchell; Claims of the Africans. 


POLYMICRIAN CONCORDANCE. 

A Concordance of the New Testament by Alexander 
Cruden, M. A. to which is prefixed a Memoir of the Au- 
thor, by W. Youngman, abridged from the last Londoa 
edition by the Rev. Wm. Patton, just published. 


THEOLOGICAL BOOKS. 

Legh Richmond’s Domestic Portraiture; Barnes’ Notes 
on the New Testament; Barnes’ Pravers; Autobiogra- 
phy of Adam Clarke; Stuart on the Romans. For sale 

y GEORGE, LATIMER & Co. 


13 south Fourth st. 


EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY. 


A LECTURE, concluding a course on the Ev'dences 

he of Christianity. Read to the mensers of the first 
department in the Philadelphia High School for behones 
Ladies. By Rev. Charles Henry Alden, A. M. Principal. 
Hints to Christians, by Rev. Dr. Skinner and Rev. E. 
Beecher. Way Marks: or, Directions to persons com- 
mencing a Religious Life, by G. Bedell, D. D. Iris 
Well: or, Faith’s : stimate of Affliction, by Dy. Bed. Il. 
Is it Well? or, Three Serious Questions to Wives and 
Mothers, by Dr. Bedell. 


IN PRESS. 
The Valley of Bones: or. Ezekiel’s Vision. Considered 
in a course of Lectures, by G. T. Bedell, D. D. Rector of 
St. Andrew’s Church, Philadelphia. 


LEGH RICHMOND’S FAMILY. 


Domestic Portraiture; or the successful application of 
Relig:ous Principle in the Education of a Family, exem- 
pli:ed im the memoirs of three of the deceased children of 
the Rev. Legh Richmond, 


Polymicrian Concordance of the New Testament. Py 
Alexander Cruden, M, A. ‘To which is prefixed, a Me- 
moir of the Author, by W. Youngman. Abridged frum 
last Londou edition, by Rev. William Patton. : 


Wilson on Church Government ; Barnes’ Notes on the 
Gospels; Barnes’ Family Prayers; Autobiography of 
Adam Clarke; Smith & -Dwigtit’s Researches in Arme- 
via, &c. For sale by 

Frencn & Perxins, 
159 Chesnut street. 


TEMPERANCE STORE, 


No. 2444 Market street south side above Seventh. 
UST received a supply of Holeomb’s superior Hams 
suttable for cutting. Also a Jot of choice Baltimore 
and Ohio Hams. 100 Venison Hams. Fresh Sallad Oil, 
Pickled Herring in Kegs. Dutch do.do. Smoked Her- 
ring. Underwood’s Pickled Sauces, and Mustard. Teas 
and Groceries as usual, which is believed to be at least as 
good and cheap as at any store where Liquor is sold, 
. S. All hams sold by us are warranted to be good, 
For sale also at the old stand corner of Second and 


Dock street. 
BALDWIN & COLTON. 


CHRISTIAN LIBRARY. 
KEY & BIDDLE, 
No. 23 Minor Street, Philadelphia, 


PROPOSE publishing by subscription, a Semi-Monthly 

Perwdical under the above ttle. The First Num- 

ber will appear on the first day of April next. 
The design of the work is to publish, 

1. The most valuable Retigious and Literary works 
which appear from the English press. In selecting from 
the former class, sectarianism wil, be studiously avoided; 
trom the latter, such only will be chosen as Christians 
may with propriet? circulate. 

2. Translations of valuable works from the Continental 


press ; and occasionally original productions of Aincrican 
writers, 


3. Standard works which may be out of print; and 
selections from such as are accessible to bat few. © 

4. Brief reviews of such books as do not fall within the 
plan of this work ; se that the reader may be enabled to 
become speedily acquainted with most of the publications 
of the day, and to form, in some measure, an estimate of 
their value. 

The Editors are pledged to favour no religious, much 
less any politica: 
ciples in which all evangelical Christians agree. 

The Publishers have made arrangemens to receive 
from Europe copies of all popular works suitable for this 
publication, as soon as-they are issued from the press, 
and will be enabled on the above plan, to furnish, by 
course of mail, the most distant subscribers with their 
copies before the same book could be procured even in 
our cities, through the usual method of publication, 

Tie Curistian Liprary will be published semi- 
monthly, ov fine paper, with a fair type, for Five Dollars 
a year. Each number will contain forty-eight extra ime 
perial or double medium octavo pages, in double column. 
I'he work will thus form two volumes of 576 pages each; 
an amount of matter equal to thirty volumes 12mo, of 
264 pages each. The usual price of such volumes is 
from 50 to 75 cents; on the plan «f this publication, sub- 


scribers will receive them at 164 cents each. An oppor-_ 


tunity is thus offered :hose who may desire it, of acquir- 


ing a well selected library, at the cheapest possible 
rate. 


CONDITIONS. 


The Curistian Lisprary will be published semi- 
monthly, each number to contain torty-eight pages, extra 
ag tad or double medium octavo, in double column, on 
a fine paper and good legible type. hh will be folded 
and stitched with a neat cover on each number; securely 
Oa so as to go safely to the most remote post. 
office. 

The work will form two volumes yearly, of 576 pa 

each, and can be bound to match the late editions of 
Scott and Heury’s Commentaries. 
_ The price will be Five Dollars per annum, pavable 
in advance; Six Dollars if paid at the evd of the year. 
Any individual procuring five subscribers and forward- 
ing the money, will be entitled to a sixth copy gratis. 

EY & will publish the L. Curis- 
TIAN OBSERVER as an Appendix to the Christian Li- 
brary, in the same form, for One Dellar and twenty-five: 
cents a year, payable in advance, er One Dollar and 
fifty cents at the cl se of the year. Phe presert cost of 
this work is Six Dellars per annum. These who sub- 
scribe for it in connexion with the Christian Library, 
oy emian it stitched in the same covers with that 
work, 

[The postage on each number of the Christian Libra- 
y: for any distauce under 100 miles will be 14 cents per 
sheet; for any distance over 100 miles 24 cents. ‘lo 
subscribers in all our principal cities, the numbers will 
be delivered by agents without expense of postage. ] 

Orders with a remittance of Five Dollars, postage paid, 
will meet with prompt attention. 


THEOLOGICAL BOOKS. 


Doddridge’s Family Expositor; New Missionary, Gazet- 
teer; Stuart on the Romans; Gurnal’s Christian Armour ; 
Mosheim’s Chureh History; Le:ghton’s Works; Newton’s 
Works; Taylor’s Works; Owen’s Select: Works; Sher- 
lock’» Works; Barrow’s Works; Calmet’s Dictionary ; 
‘The Preacher ; Smith’s Scripture Testimony of the Mes- 
siah; Burkitw’s Notes on the New ‘Testament; Jay’s 
Works ; Brown’s History of Missions ; M‘Knight on the 
Epistles; Smith and Dwight’s Travels in Armema; 
Brown’s Dictionary of the Bible ; Brown’s Body of Divini- 
Gaston’s Collections; Jahn’s Archeulogy; Davie’s 


2 vols. For sale h 
| WHETHAM & D’HART, 
| ; 22 south Fourth street. 


NEW TEMPERANCE GROCERY STORE, 
No. 338 Market street, one door below Tenth. 
Tha subscribers inform their friends and the public, that 
they have :aken the above stand, agd (having cleared out 
all the ardent Spirits and the apparatus counected with 
the traffic) are apWw opening a good assurement of fainily 
GROCERIES which are offered for sale on asjow tefmsas, 
y res ully mvite t 
cause to them a share of their 


flavoured Teas, Sugars, Coffee, Flour, Hams 


Kine 


March 2th, 1833. 


party; but to act on those great prin- 
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